
The Foundation

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”-Martin Luther King, Jr.
1) Read Matthew 7:24-29. This parable follows the Sermon on the Mount. Why do you think Jesus concluded his sermon with this parable?
2) Reflect on what have been the most faith-building events/relationships in your life.  How have these things affected your confidence in God?
3) Do you know people whose faith in God is so strong that at times you would describe it as amazing? What is it about them that makes you think their confidence in God is so strong?

4) Do you know what many Christians do when it starts raining? They try to change foundations. When the sky gets dark, the winds pick up, and the rain begins to pour they pick up the telephone, call the most spiritual people they know, and say, “Help me build a new foundation under my house. It’s falling apart.”
a) Does this observation fit with situations you have witnessed?

b) What does this say about the building of “foundations”?

5) How can we be sure that we have built the right foundation to withstand life’s storms?

6) Its pretty clear that Jesus is the rock in this parable, but what does the “sandy beach” represent?
7) Since Jesus is the rock described in this passage, what is the significance of this verse for non-christians?

8) Have you ever applied a specific teaching of Scripture that, looking back, prepared you for an unexpected storm? Can you think of a difficult time you have faced that could have been avoided if you had applied the principles of Scripture?

9) Looking back, are there people God providentially brought into your life at crucial times?  How did God use them?

"These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock.

"But if you just use my words in Bible studies and don't work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards."

When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst into applause. They had never heard teaching like this. It was apparent that he was living everything he was saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best teaching they had ever heard.

-- Matthew 7:24-29 The Message
