Friday Morning 05/03/2013


Unity and Repentance


I will probably be stuck on the topic of unity for a good long while to come because I believe true unity is the central means through which the Visible Church fulfills the command to love one another and the world, and true unity is essential to our credibility when sharing the Gospel. One of the last things Christ prayed concerning His disciples and all those who have placed belief and trust in Christ Jesus was that we would have the same tangible, visible unity demonstrated by the Trinity. 

I would like to revisit the topic in terms of repentance. I believe that humility and repentance are necessary for true unity. Repentance is also Scripturally and historically essential for true revival to occur. With that in mind I would like to look at some passages that talk about repentance. We will try to focus on how true repentance is related to true unity. Rather than just engaging in a discussion involving a definition of repentance, it is my hope that each of us will be able to engage our Heavenly Father in humility and allow the Words of God to speak to our hearts regarding unity and repentance.

New Testament Scriptures

Greek word for repentance: G3341 μετάνοια metanoia met-an'-oy-ah From G3340; (subjectively) compunction (for guilt, including reformation); by implication reversal (of [another’s] decision): - repentance.

This is a combination word derived from two words meaning to completely change one's mind or intellect (what one believes to be true) resulting in a complete reversal of direction.

Matthew 9:11-15 KJV  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners?  (12)  But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.  (13)  But go ye and learn what that means, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.  (14)  Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees fast oft, but thy disciples fast not?  (15)  And Jesus said unto them, Can the children of the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.

1. Why does Jesus state that He desires mercy over sacrifice? (Hosea 6:6, 1 Samuel 15:22)

2. What do you notice about the concept of fasting in this passage?

2 Corinthians 7:6-16 KJV  (6)  Nevertheless God, that comforts those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus;  (7)  And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more.  (8)  For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season.  (9)  Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing.  (10)  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

3. The word Paul uses for repent in verse 8 means to have remorse. Why is this significant?

4. What brings Paul joy in verses 9-10?

2 Timothy 2:24-26 KJV  And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,  (25)  In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;  (26)  And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

5. According to these verses, what qualities produce repentance?

2 Peter 3:9 KJV  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

6. Why is repentance so important according to Peter?

Old Testament Scriptures

Hebrew word for repentance: H5162 נחם nâcham naw-kham' A primitive root; properly to sigh, that is, breathe strongly; by implication to be sorry, that is, (in a favorable sense) to pity, console or (reflexively) rue; or (unfavorably) to avenge (oneself): - comfort (self), ease [one’s self], repent (-er, -ing, self).

Job 42:1-6 KJV  Then Job answered the LORD, and said,  (2)  I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withheld from thee.  (3)  Who is he that hides counsel without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not.  (4)  Hear, I beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.  (5)  I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.  (6)  Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.

7. God declared Job to be a righteous man, but Job repents here and sees God in a way he had not before. What does this mean for Job and for us?

Psalms 34:15-18 KJV  The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.  (16)  The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.  (17)  The righteous cry, and the LORD hears, and delivers them out of all their troubles.  (18)  The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saves such as be of a contrite spirit.

Psalms 51:16-17 KJV  For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.  (17)  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

8. Any discussion on repentance, it could be argued, is incomplete without David. What does David understand about a broken heart and contrite spirit? Should this change how we approach God?

Ezekiel 18:26-32 KJV  When a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, and commits iniquity, and dies in them; for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die.  (27)  Again, when the wicked man turns away from his wickedness that he hath committed, and does that which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive.  (28)  Because he considers, and turns away from all his transgressions that he hath committed, he shall surely live, he shall not die.  (29)  Yet says the house of Israel, The way of the Lord is not equal. O house of Israel, are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal?  (30)  Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, saith the Lord GOD. Repent, and turn yourselves from all your transgressions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.  (31)  Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye have transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why will ye die, O house of Israel?  (32)  For I have no pleasure in the death of him that dies, saith the Lord GOD: wherefore turn yourselves, and live ye.

9. What is the call of Ezekiel?

10. How is repentance related to unity?

11. What is your take-away from this study? 

(for further context, see also Acts 17:30, 20:18-38, 26:20-21)

