“Are We There Yet?”
“It is easier to find men who will volunteer to die, than to find those who are willing to endure pain with patience”- Julius Caesar
“Patience has its limits. Take it too far, and it's cowardice”-George Jackson
“Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.” -Aristotle
1. How would you define “patience”?  
2. What is it that tests your patience the most?
3. In what ways does God show His patience?
4. Gal 5:22-“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience….
a.  How can the last one be linked to the first three?
5. Margaret Thatcher said, “I’m extraordinarily patient, provided I get my own way in the end”.
a. Many of us are occasionally guilty of this kind of thinking…what’s the problem with this attitude?
Read Proverbs 14:29
6. In what ways does being understanding help us to be more patient?
7. To say that God is patient is not the same as to say that He is tolerant. What is the difference between patience and tolerance, and why is it easy to confuse the two?
Read Romans 15:5-6
8. What do you think God is calling us to do here?
9. Society sometimes views patience as a characteristic of weakness, whereas the bible describes it as a virtue.  Discuss each of these views.
10. It seems there is a fine line between showing patience and procrastinating.  (See the quote from George Jackson above)  
a. What’s the difference between patience and procrastination?
Read Hebrews 10:36 & James 1:2-4
11. Why are patience and perseverance so often mentioned together in the bible?

a. How are they related?  What’s the difference between the two?

b. Besides trials, what are some other ways the Lord can teach us patience?

Read Psalm 25:1-5. 
12. What does it mean to truly put your trust in God?
13. Is it ever possible for a lack of patience to be a good thing?  If so, how?

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

Proverbs 14:29  “Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.”

Romans 15:5-6  “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Hebrews 10:36  “36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”

James 1:2-4  “2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds,3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”

Psalm 25:1-5  “1 In you, Lord my God, I put my trust.2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 4 Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths.5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.”

2 Peter 3:8-9 “8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.”

2 Peter 3:15 “15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him.”

Psalm 37:34 “Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on when the wicked are cut off.”
