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1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
Elder was a position that has Jewish roots as well as Greek roots.  Moses was so burdened by the demands of leadership that God put His same Spirit He put on Moses upon 70 others God called “elders” (Numbers 11:16-30). 

1. Read 2 Kings 6:32, 1 Kings 21:11, Ezra 10:8, Deuteronomy 25:7-10, Luke 7:3, Revelation 4:10, Acts 15:2, Acts 16:4.  Name several functions of elders.

2. This passage points out 3 pitfalls of the elder that should be avoided.  What are they, what do they mean and how does the elder avoid these pitfalls?

3. Peter is likely remembering the encounter with Jesus in John 21:15-17 when talking about shepherding.  How is the function of a shepherd like what an elder does?  Why is this function important?

4. Read Luke 22:60:62.  What suffering of Christ did Peter witness and why is it important for Peter to mention it here?

5 In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”
1. The greek work for “clothe yourself” means to tie on to and fasten, like when Jesus took a towel and girded Himself in John 13:4 at the Last Supper.  Since this same word is used here, what similarity are we to draw from how we are to be like Jesus at the Last Supper?

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
1. Is it important to humble ourselves?  Why?
2. Read Amos 3:4-8 and Isaiah 5:29.  In addition, find out why comparing the devil to a roaring lion is a good comparison and explain.

3. The word for “restore” is a word commonly used for setting a fracture so another way of saying it is like mending that which was broken.  How is suffering something God can use to repair us to make us strong, firm and steadfast?

12 With the help of Silas,[b] whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand fast in it.
Silas was one of the leading men among the Christian church leaders (Acts 15:22) and a prophet (Acts 15:32).  After Paul and Barnabas parted ways due to a “sharp disagreement”, Silas became Paul’s right hand man (Acts 15:37-40).  He was imprisoned with Paul (Acts 16:19-29).  He was with Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5, 2 Corinthians 1:19).  He is one of the senders of both letters to the Thessalonians.  He likely wrote 1 Peter since the Greek is so good.  With all this prominence, we don’t hear about Silas nearly as much as we hear about Paul.  Silas was content to lead without requiring the attention that Paul received.

1. What does it take to be content to be as qualified (if not more so) than another and take a secondary role of less prominence?

2. We read that Silas was a faithful brother in the Lord.  Is there a brother in the Lord that has been faithful to you?  What qualities make someone a faithful brother?
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