John Wesley's Guidelines on the Handling of Money by Dwight Hill

October 11th, 2013





www.men-sharpen-men.org
John Wesley (1703-1791), one of the great spiritual forces since the Reformation, addressed the delicate and vexing issue of money. I thought you would find his comments interesting and instructive. “The love of money,” Wesley taught, “is the root of all evil, but not the thing itself. The fault does not lie in the money, but in them that use it.” 

Guideline #1: GAIN ALL YOU CAN 

But not at the expense of life, health, or hurting our minds. Without hurting your neighbor. We cannot study to ruin our neighbor’s trade, in order to advance our own. By honest industry. Use all possible diligence in your calling. Lose no time. By common sense, by using in your business all the understanding which God has given you...It is amazing to observe...how men run in the same dull track as their forefathers. It is a shame for a Christian not to improve upon them...You should be continuously learning...reading, reflecting, to do everything you have to do better today than you did yesterday.” 

Guideline #2: SAVE ALL YOU CAN 

Despise delicacy and variety, and be content with what plain nature requires...Lay out nothing to gratify the pride of life, to gain the admiration or praise of men...men are expensive in diet, or apparel...not barely to please their appetite...but their vanity too...Rather be content with the honor that cometh from God.” 

Guideline #3: GIVE ALL YOU CAN 

He placed you here not as a proprietor, but as a steward; as such He entrusted you for a season, with goods of various kinds; but the sole property of these still rest in Him... 

First, provide things needful for yourself...Secondly, provide these for your wife, your children, your servants, or any others who pertain to your household...If there be an overplus still, ‘as you have opportunity do good to them that are of the household of faith.’ If there be an overplus still, ‘as you have opportunity, do good unto all men.’” (Galatians 6:10 ) 

*John Wesley, Standard Sermons, abbreviated in Christian Ethics, Waldo Beach and H.R. Niebuhr 
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Questions
1. Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.”  What does “working with all your heart” mean to you and your job?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read Matthew 6:30-33.  If God gives such attention to the appearance of wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don't you think he'll attend to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? [31] What I'm trying to do here is to get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to God's giving. [32] People who don't know God and the way he works fuss over these things, but you know both God and how he works. [33] Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don't worry about missing out. You'll find all your everyday human concerns will be met. (The Message)
Using these verses and others you may think of, as a guide.  How do you decide whether to buy or not buy something beyond your daily staples?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Read Mark 12:41-44.  [41] Sitting across from the offering box, he was observing how the crowd tossed money in for the collection. Many of the rich were making large contributions. [42] One poor widow came up and put in two small coins—a measly two cents. [43] Jesus called his disciples over and said, "The truth is that this poor widow gave more to the collection than all the others put together. [44] All the others gave what they'll never miss; she gave extravagantly what she couldn't afford—she gave her all." (The Message)
How do you generally make giving decisions?  What do Jesus’ words from Mark say to you about giving?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do you balance saving, giving and spending?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

