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Friday Morning 10/25/2013


Mark 8:34-38


Nestled at the end of Mark chapter eight rest four powerful concepts that astonish and challenge me away when I consider their significance. Let's talk about the significance of each of these separately, in context with each other, and in context with other Scripture passages. Hopefully that will lead us into a discussion about the inevitable transformation that comes from acceptance and implementation of these ideas and the promise of a vibrant and growing relationship with the Living God. It is my hope that we will not just academically understand these ideas, but that we will allow the Word of God to speak to us through them and work in our hearts.
Scriptures

Mark 8:34-38 KJV  And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  (35)  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it.  (36)  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  (37)  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  (38)  Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.

Questions
1. Verse 34 has 4 concepts. Discuss what each of these mean contextually and personally.

A. "come after me"


B. "deny himself"


C. "take up his cross"


D. "follow me"

2. Verse 35: How do we "lose our life" if we try to save it?
3. How does gaining the whole world cause us to lose our soul? What does this passage mean?
4. Verse 37 is tied to 36. What does this mean for you personally?
5. Verse 38: What does it mean that Christ will be ashamed of us if we are ashamed of Him? Of His words?
General Questions:
6. Some passages in the Bible seem harsh and strict. How do you reconcile this difficult passage with others like "…God is love" (1 John 4:8-16)?
7. What is the cry of Jesus' heart in this section of Scripture? What was the message for His audience? As you introspectively ponder this passage, what does he want you to understand?

