A Social Media Christmas
For some of us, we can remember back to only a maximum of 4 TV stations (NBC, CBS, ABC and typically a public broadcasting channel).  I say a “maximum” of 4 because it also depended upon where you lived in proximity to a major town or city that was fortunate enough to have a station or stations.  Otherwise, it was radio only, or the next morning’s newspaper.
Now, we have global television stations, cable, satellite and internet TV.  And of course, we have social media which often “trumps” the traditional “news” outlets.  I’m sure most of us are aware of the impact of social media … things like Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and LinkedIn … etc.  On one hand, these “tools” are wonderful ways to keep in touch with family and friends and to keep up on their lives.  On the other hand, these social media sites are harbors for the mundane, the useless (or otherwise “Too Much Information”).  In the extreme case, they are used to document events as they occur (think “watchdog”) or to propagate the latest conspiracy theory or falsehood because, as we all know, if it’s on the “Internets”, it must be true!

So, imagine, if you will, how the events described in Luke 2 and Matthew 1 and 2 might have played out had they happened today … with Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and LinkedIn.  Not just being used by the multitude of Heavenly Hosts, the Wise Men, and King Herod, but by Joseph’s and Mary’s friends and family. Of course, also being used by the conspiracy theorists of the time …
1. How might things have turned out differently had this all transpired via social media?  Consider:

a. Elizabeth and Zacharias
b. The Innkeeper

c. The Shepherds

d. The Wise Men

e. King Herod




2. What might YOUR reaction have been if, say, Joseph had been a member of our group and tweeted that his fiancé was with child … of the Holy Spirit?





3. How might social media be a part of the second coming of Christ?

a. The antichrist?

b. The two witnesses?
