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Each year, we polish off Christmas, catch our breath and plunge into New Year’s Eve celebrations.  That frequently includes all kinds of promises to be better/healthier/fitter/kinder/etc,etc,etc.  Halfway through January many of those promises have been kicked to the curb and all we can think about is hoping spring gets here soon and the days get longer.  We seem to consistently long for something new or something better while bemoaning our inability to make all those life changes or complaining about things we have absolutely no control over.

Jesus has some interesting things to say about New and Old.

Luke 5:36,37- No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old one.  Otherwise they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old.  And no one pours new wine into old wineskins.  Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined.

Now Jesus is speaking in parables to a crowd that is confused at best and hostile at worst to the behavior of Jesus and his disciples.  The crowd is stacking up the piety (as they see it) of the Pharisees and even John’s (the Baptist) disciples.  Jesus prefaces these two parables with a great observation: Friends of the bridegroom do not fast while they are together. The joy of the relationship and wedding are for celebration.  But his point is valid on many fronts.

Sometimes new requires new.  Sometimes a decision to change a behavior or a habit requires other changes.  Describe a time or situation where you were not successful in bringing about a change you desired.  What got in the way? 

New frequently means different and that brings out critics.  Have you experienced criticism because someone did not like the New you?  What did you do about it?

Mark Beeson recently reminded us that the gap between success and failure when it comes to change is the difference between “trying” and “training”.  Do you train?

This is the first lesson of 2014 and I felt it was appropriate to remind us of a “New” that we all long for: Revelation 21:2-5 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!”

Bonus - What do you long for the most when considering that passage?
