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Friday Morning 01/10/2014
                             Paul calls out Peter

"True Christian unity and true Christian love are rarely more evident or more measureable than when Christians disagree."
I have been obsessed lately with notions of unity, love, and truth. I have been studying this from many different points of view. I have been thinking a lot about Paul and how he called Christians to the truth, about how he pointed out wolves in sheep's clothing, about how he did all of this with a deep, heart-wrenching love for the people he was warning. I have been obsessed with the phrase "warned with tears" because Paul loved people so deeply that he was moved to tears when he had to disagree with or warn them.

This morning I would like to look at when Paul calls out Peter publicly, and discuss what effect Paul's love for Peter had on the outcome of the admonishing. I would also like to discuss the implications that this has for our unity as Christians. I don't want to focus primarily on why Paul confronted Peter, but how he did it and the result.
Primary passage:

Galatians 2:11-14 KJV  But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.  (12)  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision.  (13)  And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also was carried away with their dissimulation.  (14)  But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel, I said unto Peter before them all, If you, being a Jew, live after the manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why do you compel the Gentiles to live as do the Jews?
Additional Quotes:
Proverbs 27:6 KJV  Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

Matthew 26:49 KJV  And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him.

Proverbs 17:17 KJV  A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.

Matthew 18:15-19 KJV  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone: if he shall hear you, you hast gained thy brother.  (16)  But if he will not hear you, then take with you one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  (17)  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto you as a heathen man and a publican. 

Galatians 6:1 KJV  Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, you which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest you also be tempted.

Questions:

1. In our text Paul calls out Peter. What is the context & what was the "offense"?
2. How did Peter receive it? (Hint: 2 Peter 3:15)
3. What seems to be Paul's motivation for confronting Paul?
4. Some might say that this confrontation violates Matthew 18:15-19. Does it? Why/why not?

5. What implications does this interaction have for us today?
6. What elements are key in confrontations between brothers and sisters in Christ?

