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“A Verse for a Lifetime”
I’ve learned it doesn’t take much to facilitate our discussions.  That’s all they really are, Christian guys getting together to encourage each other through a morning discussion.  We can spend hours working and preparing, but when it comes to our mornings, we need very little direction.  Maybe it’s like the old saying, “trying to herd cats!”

This morning let’s look at Hebrews 12: 1-2.  A tremendous charge for us immediately after “mighty men of faith” in Hebrews 11. 

	English Standard Version 
	The Message (MSG)

	1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
	1 Do you see what this means - all these pioneers who blazed the way, all these veterans cheering us on? It means we'd better get on with it. Strip down, start running - and never quit! No extra spiritual fat, no parasitic sins.

	2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
	2 Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began and finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed - that exhilarating finish in and with God - he could put up with anything along the way: cross, shame, whatever. And now he's there, in the place of honor, right alongside God.


Let’s take a look at each phrase.

Enjoy!

