Oops!


During a very busy morning at my office, I received a text from Thane: “Did you know you were leading tomorrow?” Nope. Missed it. Loaded the whole calendar for 2014 and just plain missed January 31. Fortunately, the text from a friend saved the day and prompted a topic - What do we do when we make mistakes?

I also knew a great starting point. I’ve recently waded through Proverbs again. It has plenty to say about people who make mistakes.

Proverbs 1:30-31 Since they would not accept my advice and spurned my rebuke, they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.

Let’s face it. There are mistakes, then there are MISTAKES. Some are deliberate willful action that is opposed to God’s will. This passage points out two stop signs and one consequence.

1. Describe a time or event in your life where you knew that you were choosing an action that was in conflict with your understanding of God’s will.

2. Were you rebuked as you pursued your course of action?

3. Did God just step aside and allow you to face the consequence of your action?

Proverbs 2:1-5 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding -indeed, if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. The balance of the proverb makes several promises if you do these things: success for the upright, shield for those who walk blameless, guards the course of the just, protects the way of his faithful ones. Discretion and wisdom will protect and guard us. In short, we will limit the indigestion that comes from eating our own fruit.

1. In reviewing your own journey through life - are you pursuing the wisdom of these proverbs? Is that reflected in your life? How have your consequences changed?

Proverbs 27:5-6. A truly good friend will openly correct you. You can trust a friend who corrects you. Sometimes God uses a good friend to correct or remind us (thanks Thane!). In my opinion, it is one of the primary reasons God calls us into community - that we may gain relationships that include encouragement, reminders and at times outright challenge.

1. Has the rebuke of a good friend ever helped you correct course?

2. Would you listen to the rebuke of a good friend?
