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We have all felt discouraged from time to time. Maybe about our job or maybe about some sort of relationship with someone, but have you ever felt discouraged about your faith or with those within your faith? I try really hard to focus on the positive, but over the last several months I have had a hard time focusing on positives when it comes to the people within our Christian Faith. I have withdrawn from tithing to the church as much, though I still tithe, just not all to the church. I have even withdrawn from going to church regularly. Through all of that though, I feel that my faith in the word is actually stronger than ever. I find myself engaging in conversations of faith and interpretation more frequently than what I have in quite some time. But I still feel this sense of discouragement, maybe wondering how we Christians are coming across to those that have chosen a different path.
1) Do you ever feel discouraged in your faith or in those within your faith? How do you snap out of it, or do you snap out of it? Do you worry about how Christians come across to others?
2) Have you ever felt discouraged by your Church Leadership? How did you handle it?

3) Sometimes, it is ok to judge. While other times, it is not ok to judge. When do you know it is ok or when you are on the wrong side?

4) Matthew 7:13-14     13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

These 2 verses, to me, are the scariest verses in the Bible. How do you feel about them?

2 Corinthians 5:7    for we walk by faith, not by sight.

Galatians 6:9     And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.
Romans 8:28    And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.

1 Corinthians 9:24    Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run that you may obtain it.

Psalm 55:22    Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved.

Isaiah 41:10     fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

