Familiarity Breeds Contempt
March 28, 2014

On Monday, March 24, I have/had the opportunity to share my reflection on the Daily Scripture published by the Notre Dame Alumni Association’s “FaithND” initiative.  My assigned scripture was:

· Luke 4:24-30
Here’s my reflection, as published, and a couple of discussion questions for us to ponder over breakfast:

Have you heard the expression “familiarity breeds contempt”? Today’s passage from Luke is a perfect illustration of that old English proverb. 

We find Jesus in his hometown of Nazareth, teaching in the temple. In the verses leading up to today’s passage, the Nazarenes marvel at his teaching. Hometown boy makes good! Joseph’s and Mary’s son, all grown up and so smart! All is well, so long as his teaching substantiates their perspective and he offers his miracles on their behalf. After all, he owes it to them—they’re his family, neighbors, childhood friends. 

When Jesus hears their murmurs and sees into their hearts, he calls them on their self-centeredness in this passage. That is when their familiarity with him turns into full-blown contempt—to the point of plans to attempt murder.

It would be easy to reflect on this passage from the perspective of the prophet not accepted in their own hometown. We’ve been there with colleagues, family, and friends. In fact, I planned to write exactly from that perspective, but I discovered that this passage has a different challenge.

Familiarity breeds contempt. How often do I allow my familiarity with Jesus lead me to a selfish, casual, or, in all honesty, contemptuous attitude about him? How often do I look to him to meet my expectations, rather than striving to meet his? Like the Nazarenes, do I only marvel at his word when it fits what I want to hear, but as soon as it strays from my plan and expectations, I’m no longer amazed?

Familiarity breeds contempt. Do I recognize that Jesus’ complete and total familiarity with me never breeds contempt, but rather a continuous outpouring of grace and forgiveness, and repeated invitations to follow him?

Questions:

1. From the reflection above, discuss how our familiarity with Jesus leads us to selfishness?  To being casual in our relationship with him?  To being contemptuous?




2. About expectations, what is the difference between expecting miracles or favors from God versus feeling entitled to them?  How do we pick the right path here?




Do we hold other’s in contempt (or even a lesser view) because of our “familiarity” with what a Christian should be or how one should act?  In general? When they fall/sin?



Scripture:

Luke 4:24-30 (NIV)

24 “Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy[a] in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.”

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.
Definitions:

Contempt (Miriam Webster): 

· a feeling that someone or something is not worthy of any respect or approval

· a lack of respect for or fear of something that is usually respected or feared

· law : speech or behavior that does not show proper respect to a court or judge

· the act of despising :  the state of mind of one who despises :  disdain

· willful disobedience to or open disrespect of a court, judge, or legislative body 

Familiarity (Miriam Webster):

· the state of being familiar with something : the state of having knowledge about something

· a friendly and informal way of acting or talking

· a state of close relationship :  intimacy

· absence of ceremony :  informality

· an unduly informal act or expression :  impropriety

· close acquaintance with something
