Is The Church Still Relevant Today?




August 1, 2014
Last Friday morning during our discussion, I think I may have surprised a few people when I said “I have not been to church in about a year.”…….or, at least, if felt like I surprised a few of you.  For the past couple of years I have felt that the church, no church in particular but mine fell in this category as well, was becoming less and less relevant in our society. It seems to me, that the people running the church are disconnected with those that are not and church attendance seems to be on the decline nationally.  So, maybe I am right, maybe I am wrong…..maybe I am not either right or wrong.
This is not, in my opinion and I think the opinion of others, to be confused with the question of “is the gospel of Jesus is still relevant?”…….I most certainly believe that the gospel of Jesus is as relevant today as it ever has been in the past. This question is about the Church’s relevancy.

Relevant: a :  having significant and demonstrable bearing on the matter at hand   b :  affording evidence tending to prove or disprove the matter at issue or under discussion <relevant testimony>   c :  having social relevance

1) What role, do you feel, the church is supposed to play in today’s society? What role, do you feel, the church actually plays in today’s society? 
2) Why do you feel that church attendance has been decreasing nationally? Is it a matter of message? A matter of action?  How do we reverse this trend?
3) I stated that I believe that there is a disconnect with the Church and the members of the church. Do you feel this to be the case? If so, how does that get changed?

4) With the availability of the internet and technology, do you feel that this has helped or hindered the church?

5) Within the last couple of weeks, when someone found out that I was not attending church anymore, the said, “You mean you turned into an atheist?” 

Do you HAVE to attend church to be considered a Christian?

