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Friday morning 09/12/2014
Can a person lead a good life without Christianity?

We will watch a short video about this subject and then we will read some of the Scriptures and discuss the questions.

Scripture:

John 18:36-38 KJV  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.  (37)  Pilate therefore said unto him, Art you a king then? Jesus answered, You say that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my voice.  (38)  Pilate said unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and said unto them, I find in him no fault at all.
For more context also read Acts 17:16-33, 2 Timothy 4:2-4, 1 Corinthians 13:6, John 17:17-19, John 14:6-17, and John 8:31-32.
Questions:
1. Do people choose beliefs based on whether or not they consider those beliefs helpful or do people really want to know what is true? (Is it their true desire to choose beliefs in this manner?)
2. What is truth? Does truth matter?

3. When speaking to those who are not Christians some focus on a message that Christianity will help you and that it is really good for society. Some focus on the message that Christianity (the Bible) is true and factual.
What is the difference between these two foundations before relating the gospel?

3a. Is one better than another? Why? Support your position.

4. What difference does any world-view make in how we should live in society together and improve our fellow man? (e.g. What difference does viewing the world through the lens of atheistic evolution, Islam, Buddhism, secular humanism or Christianity make in your answers to life's big or ordinary questions.)
5. What harm do actions which are based on a false world view cause?
6. What is the question behind the question "Can a person lead a good life without believing in Christianity?"?

7. Is there a danger in answering whether or not Christianity will be helpful to a person or make them a better person without first delving into the answer to the question "Is Christianity true?"?

8. Is a good life our final goal as humans? What is?

9. Regarding morality, what is the difference between a preference and an absolute?

