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 In the dictionary, the word “ambition” has two primary meanings: a) an ardent desire for rank, fame, or power and b) a desire to achieve a particular end. What’s the difference between these two meanings? Is having ambition good or bad?

1)   What does God think about the first kind of ambition? 
2)   What is the motivation behind this first kind of ambition? (Ecclesiastes 4:4)  What is often the result of this type of ambition? (1 Timothy 6:9-10)
3) When does honorable ambition become dishonorable?
Do we ever make unreasonable requests of God? How? Why do we do so?

Ecclesiastes 4:4 (NIV) 4 And I saw that all toil and all achievement spring from one person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.

1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NIV)   9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Matthew 23:12 (NIV) 12 For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

1 John 2:16 (NIV) 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world.

James 4:1-2 (NIV)  4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God.
