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There are many Greek words used in scripture that are basically non-translatable into English.  “Epieikes” (ə-pē-ī-kās) is one of those words.  It appears only 5 times and is translated in KJV and NASB as “gentle” or “gentle in spirit” and in NIV as “considerate” or “gentle”, but it’s much more than what those English words mean to us.  I’d like to
explore this beautiful word I’ve discovered and where this biblical concept can be applied for us today.
· “Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.” – Philippians 4:5.

· “Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money.” 
– 1 Timothy 3:2-3.
· “Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is  good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.” – Titus 3:1-2.  
· “But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.” – James 3:17.  
· “Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.” – 1 Peter 2:18.

You can use words to further describe epieikes as “patient”, “suitable”, “equitable”, “considerate”, “administering justice correctly”.  It is proper use of justice at the right time, in the right place, and with the right amount.  Someone who is epieikes knows there are things far greater in this world than rules and regulations where it is sometimes inappropriate or wrong to execute the strict letter of the law when doing so would not be right and just.  It’s withholding the letter of the law to preserve the spirit of the law.  It’s when someone steps in to correct things where the law has made things unjust.  It extending the same consideration to others that we would want given. It gets at the heart and intention, not looking just at the action.  It is having a heart of forgiveness when I have every right to condemn.  It is settling disputes with love instead of by law. 
1. What places in the Bible do you see epieikes at work (or avoided)?
2. When in our world do you see epieikes at work (or avoided)?

3. How would our churches, our businesses, our neighborhoods be different if everyone was epieikes?

4. In what ways would your life improve by beginning to live demonstrating epieikes?
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