Difficult Relationships
Scripture: 1 Sam 24, 2 Sam 1:12 Proverbs 20:6
1. “A pain-free life has become the new god of our society--a god we pursue at any cost and for whom anything else can be sacrificed.” 
a. Would you agree with this? Do you have any examples?

b. What impact has this “pain-free” mindset had on our relationships?

2. Proverbs 20:6 reads “Many will say they are loyal friends, but who can find one who is truly reliable?”
a. This verse says “reliability” & “loyalty” are two important attributes of a good friend.  Can you name a few others?  Which are most important to you personally?
b. How do you think your friends would rate you in these areas?  How are you doing as a friend?  In what area would you most like to improve? 
3. How do you respond when asked a question that requires you to give an answer that might not be flattering to the person asking?

a. How do we know when to be bluntly honest and when to fudge a little?
b. Do you find it easy or difficult to confront others about something they are doing wrong?

4. Should confrontation be common or rare in the life of a Christian?
5. Should we ever give up on relationships?  If so, how do we know the time is right for this to happen?

6. In 1 Sam 24, Saul basically made David's life miserable.  He attempted to kill him, chased him, and made him live in fear.  He was a royal pain in the neck for David.  

a. Why didn't David just take Saul out when given the chance, so he could take over as king?  

b. What can we learn from David's example?

7. 2 Sam. 1:12  Upon hearing of Saul and Jonathan's death, David “mourned and wept and fasted for them”. After everything Saul had done to David, does this reaction make sense to you?

a. How would you define loyalty?   What can we learn about loyalty from David?

8. Do you have a “Saul” in your life?

a. Have you been able to identify a purpose for this person in your life?

b. God uses difficult relationships to shape us.  Would you agree with this?

