1 Out of 10
1. In his book, “Finishing Strong”, Steve Farrar writes “In the Christian life, it’s not how you start that matters.  It’s how you finish.”

· How did you start your Christian walk?  Briefly describe how you came to know Jesus.
2. What does “finishing strong” look like to you?
3. Farrar writes that most men are “shot down” by one of the following enemies:

· Moral failure

· Discouragement

· Liberal theology

· Money

· Alcohol

· Apostasy

Looking at this list, do any of these stand out to you personally?
4. For me, Discouragement is the enemy on that list that I fear the most.   Vince Lombardi once said “The greatest accomplishment is not in never falling, but in rising again after you fall.”   Another quote puts it this way, “all you have to do to win-is rise each time you fall”
· How do these quotes relate to what we’re talking about this morning?
Hebrews 12:1-3

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

5. Who are these “witnesses” referred to in verse 1?  Who are those people in your life?
6. Paul identifies in verse 1 that this race we’re running will require “perseverance”.  He then gives specific advice on how to do this.  Discuss what Paul said in verses 2 and 3.
7. What does it mean in practical terms to “fix our eyes on Jesus”?

8. What was the “joy set before him” given as the reason Jesus endured the cross mentioned in verse 2?

9. I attached two verses from Colossians & one from Acts.  Finishing strong was obviously very important to Paul. He knew it was going to be a challenge, and he also stressed how important it would be for Christians.  What do you think of these verses as they relate to “finishing strong.”
10. I named this lesson “1 out of 10”, because Farrar says that only 1 out of every 10 men will “finish strong”.  Think about that for a minute…those are tough odds.  What makes you think you will be the one man out of ten who will finish strong?

Acts 20:24

However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.
Colossians 1:21-23

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of[a] your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

Colossians 3:23-24

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

