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Friday morning 02/06/2015 & 02/13/2015
                     Jonah (The Saga Continues)

Jonah is comprised of 4 short chapters that are great divisions for a Bible study. There are a total of 48 verses, so I believe it is not too much to handle at 6:30 in the a.m.
I was wrong. It was too much to handle (partly because my intro was 20 minutes long). Next Friday we will finish up focusing on chapters 2-4.
What we did this morning is highlighted in yellow. Everything else is what we will talk about next Friday. Forgive my note-form summary…
Background info:
Jonah wrote this story about himself. Wow! Doesn't reflect well on himself but he still penned it accurately and honestly. 2 Kings 14:25 prophecies concerning Jonah somewhere around 800 BC. Jeroboam II (805/04–763 B.C.) was ruling. Jonah was a contemporary of Elisha & may have even studied under him.

(About 100 years after Jonah Nahum told about the judgment upon Nineveh)
Nahum 3:1-7 KJV  Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey departs not;  (2)  The noise of a whip, and the noise of the rattling of the wheels, and of the prancing horses, and of the jumping chariots.  (3)  The horseman lifts up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcasses; and there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their corpses:  (4)  Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that sells nations through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts.  (5)  Behold, I am against you, says the LORD of hosts; and I will discover thy skirts upon thy face, and I will show the nations thy nakedness, and the kingdoms thy shame.  (6)  And I will cast abominable filth upon you, and make you vile, and will set you as a gazingstock.  (7)  And it shall come to pass, that all they that look upon you shall flee from you, and say, Nineveh is laid waste: who will bemoan her? From where shall I seek comforters for you?
Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian empire, not even a city of Israel. It is reported by ancient historians to be the largest city in the world at the time. Assyria was coming into dominant power at this time although it was currently fluctuating. Somewhere between 600,000 & 1,000,000 people & they ALL repented!

Interestingly there is a conspicuous break in the always meticulous records of the Assyrian Empire from 780 to 769 BC during the reign of Ashur-Dan III (784 BC - 755 BC). Jonah probably went to Nineveh during the summer of 780 BC which happened to be a year of Jubilee. The repentance of the city did not last and they eventually fell to the Babylonians & Medes in 612 BC.

There was a near total solar eclipse in 763 BC known as the Nineveh eclipse that always portended something significant to the Assyrians. After this there was one of many revolts and Ashur-Dan was even supplanted for a short time before regaining control. It is very likely that the revolts and the subsequent omission in the meticulous records were because of the continued devotion of Ashur-Dan III to the Hebrew God Jehovah in place of Ashur. Eventually they became an enemy of Israel and the king Manahem even paid tribute to Tiglath Pilesar III. The name Assyria is a derivative of the name of their primary god Ashur and also taken as part of the names of many of the kings of Assyria. Assyria is located across the Tigris River from present day Mosul, currently Iraq's second largest city.
Because the story is about a compassionate loving God who does not destroy a people He has the right to destroy. It is a story about mercy and repentance in the face of judgment. The story is about God and who He is.
Chapter 1; Opening Act: Running from the LORD.
1. What did God tell Jonah to do? Why?

Given the evil practices of the Assyrians, games that included ripping a pregnant mother's stomach open and throwing the baby up & spearing it. Skinning people alive. Burying people in the sand. Tying a rope around a man's tongue and poking his eyes out.

Asking Jonah to come to Nineveh would be like asking a preacher to go preach repentance to ISIL or any militant Muslim nation. Jonah had fear that was certainly not entirely unfounded.
2. Why does Jonah run from God?

He does not want to see heathens saved. He probably did not like them, was probably very Jew centric. He sees the horrible God-less state of the world around Israel and does not want God to redeem any but Israel. This comes from a lack of understanding of God's purpose for the world. God wants everyone to be saved, and He originally chose Israel to bring that message to the world, but they would not even keep that message in their own hearts. Jesus then chose the gentiles. Jonah was looking for judgment not mercy.

It seems that Jonah was quitting/retiring? He knew that he could not escape God and yet still ran from Him. This is one reason Jonah has been called a type of Christ, although far from perfect, he felt that he would sacrifice himself so that Israel would later be saved from Assyrian atrocities and rule.

Jonah knew what Assyria would do and he chose pain and suffering over obedience to God. He may have been a patriot and thought God would spare Israel. He was wrong.
3. Think about the sailors' reaction to and interaction with Jonah.

We contemplated the effect that Jonah's testimony had upon them. The Bible certainly indicates that they gave God honor, prayed to Him, and made vows. We wondered if they followed Him as a result of this incident.
Chapter 2; Act 2: Finding repentance in the belly of the beast. (We will start here)
4. What happens to Jonah in the belly of the fish/whale?
5. What is Jonah's turning point?

6. When nobody else is around Jonah still preaches (to himself) What is the take away from his sermon?

Chapter 3; Act 3: Obeying the LORD and back on mission.
7. What is Jonah's message to the people of Nineveh?

8. How do they receive it?

9. What is God's reaction?

Chapter 4; Final Act: Surprise, surprise, not what Jonah expected.
10. What is Jonah's reaction, and from where does it come?
11. What is God's lesson for Jonah?

12. Here's the big one… Are you/we Jonah? Explain.
