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Joseph the “Forgiver”
Genesis 37:1 - 41:57 

Major Segments: 

· Goes from being favored son to being sold into slavery by his own brothers

· Sold to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials

· Sent to jail after being falsely accused by Potiphar’s wife of attempting to “make sport” of her
· Cupbearer & Baker join Joseph in jail 

· Joseph interprets their dreams 

· Good news for Butler; bad news for baker (bad hardly does it justice)
· Forgotten by the cupbearer after the cupbearer was reinstated
· Pharaoh also has dreams and calls for Joseph to interpret 

· Joseph predicts 7 years of harvest and 7 years of famine 

· Pharaoh decides Joseph is the one to lead through those times 

Segment Questions: 

· The king's cupbearer and baker offended him, which resulted in them being thrown into prison with Joseph. What do we learn about Joseph from the way he responded to them in prison? 

· Joseph was treated unfairly on three different occasions in these passages.  Identify each of these occasions and describe what would be especially painful about each.
· Why did Pharaoh place Joseph in charge of Egypt (41:38-45)?
· What do you believe are the reasons why our moral character must be tested if it is to be further developed to handle the future opportunities and responsibilities of life? 
Action Questions: 

· How can you keep a proper perspective when you have been "wronged" by others and you are paying the unjustified consequences? Can you remember a specific time or situation in your life like this that you could share? What was the end result? Would you now handle a similar situation differently?  

· There is no mistake in where God has you right now. 

· Are you allowing God to use you right where you are? 

· How do you see God's hand in the "delays" in your life? 

· How might God be “polishing” you?  How did he “polish” Joseph?
