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Scripture References:

· Joshua 24:15;   ‭Ephesians‬ ‭6‬:‭12; ‭Matthew‬ ‭5‬:‭21-24, 38-48; Luke‬ ‭6‬:‭37-42‬
It seems to me that our society has landed in a place where the following statements are desired and necessary above all else:  

1. I (or my side) has to win or be declared absolutely right

2. Those not on my side are required to move to my side

Sometimes, one side being “right” is accomplished by simply establishing the other side is “wrong” (in other words, there is no “right” side, just a “wrong” side).  And it’s all backed up by extreme or inflammatory characterizations or adjectives.

Over the past several months, I’ve been taking note of the social media chatter and I’m disheartened by the bandwidth spent on, in essence, these perspectives:

· Look how foolish this other person is, I’m so much better and smarter than they are.

· You don’t agree with me? You’re perspective and the facts that you may know that I don’t aren’t important.  You’re wrong.
· See this person’s perspective?  It agrees with mine so, regardless of bias or lack of facts, what they have to say is important and right!
And much of this is observed about people whom I know to be Christian.  As Brad Miller said when he led on April 24 (and I paraphrase): “Why are there so many angry and unhappy Christians?”

Here are some questions and statements, in no particular order, that you may or may not agree with the premise.  If you don’t agree with the premise, then it’s ok to let the discussion be about the question itself.

· Making disciples means that the people we are trying to disciple HAVE to come along.

· It’s up to us to fight and win the spiritual battle described in Ephesians 6:12

· Being empathetic or listening and acknowledging someone else’s point of view means I agree with it.

· If someone claims to be a Christ-follower then I cannot allow them to do things that are contrary to what is expected of a Christ-follower.

· I shouldn’t expect resistance (or persecution) because of my Christian beliefs. 

· Because Christians are being persecuted means that we aren’t being good enough Christians.

· In order for me to associate with people of different beliefs, they have to agree with my beliefs.
Scripture:

Joshua 24:15 

But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.

‭Ephesians‬ ‭6‬:‭12‬ KJV

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
‭Matthew‬ ‭5‬:‭21-24, 38-48‬ ESV
 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before

the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
‭Luke‬ ‭6‬:‭37-42‬ ESV
Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck thatis in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 

