Reckless Generosity
“You cannot empty a generous pocket”-Pastor Pierre du Plessis

“Giving makes us more like Jesus”- Pastor Pierre
“There’s more to life than just baseball”-Matt Szczur, Current Chicago Cubs baseball player, when asked about donating bone marrow to save a young girl’s life he had never met near the end of his junior season at Villanova University
1 John 3:17-19: “17 But if someone who is supposed to be a Christian has money enough to live well, and sees a brother in need, and won’t help him—how can God’s love be within him? 18 Little children, let us stop just saying we love people; let us really love them, and show it by our actions. 19 Then we will know for sure, by our actions, that we are on God’s side, and our consciences will be clear, even when we stand before the Lord. 
Proverbs 19:17: “Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done.”

Proverbs 21:13: “Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry out and not be answered.”

2 Corinthians 9:8: 8 And God is able to make all grace (every favor and [a]earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need [b]be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation].
Psalm 37:25: “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread.”

1. OK, what did you think of the Matt Szczur story?
2. Read 1 John 3:17-19.  Just discuss your thoughts on this passage, what jumps out at you? 

3. In regards to the first quote I listed on top from Pastor Pierre…is it ever possible to be TOO generous?

4. How would you define greed?  How does it differ from “frugality” or “planning”, or “financial prudence”?  
When we see a needy person, Pastor Pierre said we often begin an invisible court case in our minds of whether that person is “worthy” of our donation.  We often become the “public accuser”, to let ourselves off the hook from being recklessly generous.  We are often very weak “public defenders.”  So Pastor Pierre said in the video, “Shouldn’t God’s grace bail out people who do not deserve it?  BUT, He doesn’t send angels, He sends Christians”  So the question is not, are they worthy of my grace?  The question is, God…what do you want me to do?”

5. This part really hit me, because I’ve been guilty of holding this same invisible court case in my mind.  Anyone else guilty of this, rather than asking, “God...what do you want me to do?”  How does asking that question change things?
6. Can you share a time when someone has shown you unwarranted generosity?
7. Read 2 Corinthians 9:8.  How would the world look if Christians lived as though they truly believed and trusted this verse at all times?
A couple more quotes from the sermon that I just wanted to point out:

“Wherever I focus my attention, it will either freeze me and lock me up, or release me in my generosity”

“When I begin to focus on he greatness of a God who is jealous over my life, I am confident that I can live with generosity in the now of my life”
