“David, Nabal, and Abigail”
Scripture:  1 Samuel 25
1. (1 Samuel 25:13)  Why do you think David is so insulted by Nabal’s reply?

2. (1 Samuel 25:14)  What does it say about Abigail that the servant came directly to her with what she had witnessed?  What does that say about Nabal?  In our own lives, what can we learn from this?
3. (1 Samuel 25:17) Do you know anyone who is so bad-tempered and disagreeable that no one feels like they can talk to him or her?  
4. (1 Samuel 25:18-19) Have you ever had to intercede quickly to fix a mess created by someone else?  Have you ever had someone else intercede on your behalf?  What lessons did you learn?  What can we learn from Abigail in this story that might be helpful?  
5. (1 Samuel 25:23-31)  During Abigail’s plea to David, why does it seem so important to her that David had not, and would not, “avenge himself”?
a. How does her tact in this passage allow David to save face?
b. Why do you think David listened to Abigail?  

6. (1 Samuel 25:26)  “may your enemies and all who are intent on harming my lord be like Nabal”  Considering David’s reputation, what do you think she meant here, and why did she ask for the same thing for her husband?

7. (1 Samuel 25:36-38)  Why do you think the Lord struck Nabal?  

8. (1 Samuel 25:39-42)  Why do you think David wasted so little time asking Abigail to be his wife and why do you think she accepted?
9. What do we learn about each of these in this story?

a. Anger?

b. Forgiveness?

c. Mercy?

d. Selfishness?

e. Rudeness?

f. Bad temper?
