PAGE  
1
Friday morning 10/30/2015
               Bereans, Beliefs, and Conscience

I was listening to the radio the other day and heard a take on "right of conscience" that I found very interesting. The guy was careful to say that right of conscience is not just an individual's opinion on a matter, but that it is a deep conviction that is accompanied by knowledge. This seems a reasonable statement, and it is from where this knowledge comes on which I would like to focus. 
There have been many recent instances in which this so called right of conscience took center stage and was much discussed. We make blanket statements like "nobody should be forced to violate their conscience". Why? What if my conscience impinges on your rights? What if my rights violate your beliefs?  
In a climate where shifting and relativistic ideas of morality are proffered as necessary for a culture to advance, it is paramount for Christians to know what they believe, why they believe it, and from where those beliefs are derived. This discussion could get political, but I would like to focus more on the foundation and upon how we live out those beliefs in a world that stands in opposition to Christ.
Scripture passage: Read Acts 17:1-13

1. Who were the Bereans? What characterized them?

2. Contrast the Bereans with the Jewish religious authorities (verse 13). Do you see this old act played out today? How?
3. The guy on the radio concluded that it is the teachings of a particular church that have the final say in matters of conscience. From where do matters of conscience derive their authority?
4. How does this play out in society/culture today? How does this affect your practice of your faith?
5. What does it take for us to live inspired by the courage of our convictions?

6. Have you ever found that your firm, immovable, unchangeable, supremely moral convictions were wrong? Let's talk about that for a while! Were you willing to go to the mattresses (fight with all you have) for this flawed conviction? What made you change your mind?
Bonus question:

Why is it important to know what you believe? How does firm knowledge affect the practice of your faith?

