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John White led us last Friday in a discussion about the reasons that we should hate what is evil and hold fast to what is good. It is sometimes easy to talk theoretically, philosophically, or even theologically about a topic like this and leave it there. The real benefit, though, is when we apply it. I will review some of the highlights, and then we will discuss how to apply these concepts so that we can sharpen one another and love well.
http://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/abhor-what-is-evil-hold-fast-to-what-is-good-11600930.html
Review:
1. Why is it important to realize that there is objective good and evil outside of myself?
Piper talked about how a person who operates based on a subjective understanding of good and evil essentially denies the existence of God through his actions. Using Scripture as the ultimate standard for what is good and evil allows us to rely on something perfect and takes our imperfect understanding and sinful selfishness out of the equation.
2. What does it take for someone to embrace good and abhor evil? Why is this the only way?

Piper points out that to truly embrace good we must be reborn, in other words, saved. Noting the difference between embracing good and doing good things, we discussed the enabling we receive as Christians to embrace good. This does not exclude a non-Christian from good acts, it just means that loving and embracing good find impetus in a transformed heart. This transformation caused by salvation is essential to embrace good and also to abhor evil.
3. According to Piper, how do you know you are loving people?  Is he right?  Why or why not?

Piper refers to 1 John 5:2 and points out that we show that we love God by keeping His commandments. He points out that we end up not loving people very well when we fail to obey God's commandments. This implies that we know His Word and that we apply it to our lives.
Follow-up and application questions:
1. What role does loving/embracing good play in my walk with Christ and how I deal with people?

2. What role does hating/rejecting evil play in my walk with Christ and how I deal with people?

3. How have you seen both of these ideas play out for in your life (negatively and positively)?
4. How can we effectively apply loving good and hating evil to our lives?
5. What does all this mean for our relationship with God? With fellow believers? With those who don’t believe? With those we love? With those we have trouble loving? With ourselves?

Bonus question that we didn't get to last week.
4. Can love exist without hate? (Does it matter?)
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