Non- vs Anti-
Over the weekend, I read a social media post that described the difference between being non-racist and being anti-racist.  In essence, the article in the post made the point that being “non-” is passive and being “anti-” is active.

Then, this week, we celebrated the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  One of the events here on campus was a community luncheon for the campus with remarks from our university’s president, Fr. John Jenkins.  Fr. John (also a professor of Philosophy) had some incredibly insightful and inspiring remarks.  His message was not of equity, fairness, but of being Christ-like in building a beloved community here on campus and around the world.  The one remark that stood out the most, and inspired this topic was when he said, “Tolerance of each other is not good enough.  We must love each other.”   He then quoted Dr. King, “Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into friend.”
Read James 2:1-13 and 2 Timothy 4:1-5
Discussion Questions:

1. Think about Fr. John’s statement above.  Discuss the difference between “tolerance” and “love”.  



2. Do you “love” people who appear or think differently than you, or do you “tolerate” them?




3. Do you “love” your spouse/kids/best friend or do you “tolerate” them?




4. What might you do differently to be less “tolerant” and more “loving”?
Bonus thought:  When considering question 4, also consider this quote from Dr. King:

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you have to keep moving forward.” 

James 2:1-13

1 My brothers,[a] show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
2 Timothy 4:1-5

1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound[a] teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.
