THE PRAYER OF JABEZ
First Impressions – When we meet someone for the first time, what are we hoping to accomplish?  Make a good first impression, right?  With this being my first Bible Study as a leader, I have thought long and hard on what I wanted my first topic to be.  As with most of us when we go to research a topic, we either look at the material we currently have or just use Google.  I started my search my looking at the assortments of books I have currently on my bookshelf at work.  The first book I was drawn to was “The Prayer of Jabez” by Bruce Wilkerson.  This book was given to me by my parents as a birthday gift on 8-22-2001, with the comment, “As you pray this prayer, may God bless you indeed!”  I read that comment several times and just had strong “Holy Spirit” feeling that this needed to be my “first impression” study for the group.  My hope is that this study will be thought provoking and afterward you will truly know that God wants to bless you indeed.  
Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, “Because I bore him in pain.”  And Jabez called on the God of Israeil saying, “Oh, that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain.”  So God granted him what he requested.  (1 Chronicles 4:9-10)

Jabez’s Prayer:

Oh, that You would bless me indeed,

And enlarge my territory,

that Your hand would be with me,

and that You would keep me from evil.
1. Jabez is asking for 4 things in his prayer:

a. Bless me indeed

b. Enlarge my territory

c. Your hand would be with me

d. Keep me from evil

What are your thoughts on these requests?  Break down each and explain what you think are the meanings behind them and how they can relate to your life today.
2. In the book, Wilkerson has prayed the Jabez Prayer every day for thirty years.  Do you think that God wants us to:

a. Pray for prosperity; maybe once a month, once a week, once a day?  Explain

b. Live a Christian life and follow Him.  Should this be enough to be “blessed indeed” or is he expecting us to pray, requesting an “enlarged territory/prosperity.”  Explain.

3. Is this prayer something you feel incorporating into your daily prayer life?  Why or why not?
