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Friday morning 02/05/2016
             What does it Mean to be A Man?


Laying out where I would like the conversation to go: 
· First, I want to get an idea of your first impressions when you hear this question.
1. What comes to your mind? What do you think about when you think of manhood? What first comes to your mind when you think about the essence of a man?

· Second, Examples of men in Scripture: Samson, Cain, Moses, Paul, Peter, Saul, David, Adam, Enoch, Aaron, John, Elijah, Elisha, Stephan, Aaron, JESUS. Think about these men.
2. How does each epitomize manhood? What sets them apart as men? Did any twist what it means to be a man? How? (You don't have to answer for each, just any that stick out to you.)
3. What draws you as a man to the character of these men? What repulses you?

Competing views: I am saving this for last because I would like this to be the cherry on top of our discussion. Note: The following discussion is not a trap and questions 4 & 5 are not trick questions. I am not trying to say that one of these is right or wrong or that neither have merit. I want to just talk about each in context of Scripture as our filter.
· John Eldrich: “Deep in his heart, every man longs for a battle to fight, an adventure to live, and a beauty to rescue.”
4. Is this a fair view of the heart of a man? Does it line up with societal views on manhood?
· Phil Johnson: (referring to Eldrich's statement) "That is a little boy’s lie. That’s the stuff of children’s fantasies. You simply won’t find a description of manliness like that in Scripture. Instead, Scripture says what motivates real men is a love for the truth; a contempt for error; and a passion for being used by God in the work of snatching people from the grip of the father of lies." Read Ephesians 4:13-16

5. Does the Ephesians passage conflict with Eldrich's statement and sentiment? Does it line up with societal views on manhood?
6. Does this study change your view of what it means to be a man?

7. Going forward, which of these "manliness" guiding principles will you implement and how will you do it?

