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I’ve been considering how far-reaching our thoughts are affecting our lives.  How much does what I entertain in my mind impact my beliefs?  My priorities?  My decisions?  My emotions?  My ability to resist temptation?  My word choice with others? My compassion for others? Can it even change the course of my life?
“Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” – Genesis 6:5

1. How important does God regard the thoughts of people when no good thought could be found among them?

“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?” – James 2:1-4
2. We read how evil thoughts cause us to show favoritism, so what would righteous thinking look like in the scenario James describes?
“O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from Your hand, and is all Your own. 17 I know also, my God, that You test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all these things; and now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly to You. 18 O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of Your people, and fix their heart toward You. 19 And give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do all these things, and to build the temple[c] for which I have made provision.” – 1 Chronicles 29:16-19

3. David’s beautiful prayer here is a plea for what?  Why would it be important for us to pray in the same way?

“For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire;
He blesses the greedy and renounces the Lord.
4 The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God;
God is in none of his thoughts.” – Psalm 10:3-4

4. How does pride keep God out of our thoughts?  If God is not in my thoughts, is it because of pride?
“Hear, O earth!
Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people—
The fruit of their thoughts,
Because they have not heeded My words
Nor My law, but rejected it.” – Jeremiah 6:19

5. What kind of thoughts are present for producing the fruit of calamity?
“O Lord, You have searched me and known me.
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up;
You understand my thought afar off.
3 You comprehend my path and my lying down,
And are acquainted with all my ways.
4 For there is not a word on my tongue,
But behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.” – Psalm 139:1-4

6. In Matthew 9:4, Matthew 12:25, Luke 6:8, Luke 9:47, it is recorded that “Jesus knew their thoughts”.  Remembering what preoccupied your thoughts this week, what thoughts you nurtured and repeated in your mind, does this give you comfort or shame or some of each?  Why?
“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
18 If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
When I awake, I am still with You.” – Psalm 139:17-18

7. How does it strike you that the number of thoughts of God about YOU outnumber the grains of sand?
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.” – Romans 1:20-21

“Seek the Lord while He may be found,
Call upon Him while He is near.
7 Let the wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts;
Let him return to the Lord,
And He will have mercy on him;
And to our God,
For He will abundantly pardon.

8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the Lord.
9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.” – Isaiah 55:6-9
8. How does it help you deal with those whose minds are darkened by the evil in the world when you hear that their thoughts are as far from God’s thoughts as the heavens are from the earth?
“When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I put away childish things.” – 1 Corinthians 13:11

9. What thoughts have been carried into adulthood that should have been left in childhood?
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” – Hebrews 4:12
10. We read God’s Word, but It also reads us.  Share a passage that has done this recently for you.
“Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.” – Philippians 4:8
11. Explain why this is much better than “the power of positive thinking”?  What are some practical things you do to help you mediate on these “whatever is” qualities?  
“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,” –  2 Corinthians 10:3-5

12. When have you experienced freedom from strongholds through the control of your thoughts?
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