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Friday morning 03/04/2016
               Romans 8 Application and Prayer

I was talking with John White about Romans 8 after our great study led by Steve S. and we thought it would be a good idea to do some application of what we learned from Steve's study concerning Christian optimism. We thought that there are so many great promises in that chapter that it could be immensely fulfilling to meditate and pray on them. So, what I would like to do for this coming Friday morning is for each of us to take a section from Romans chapter 8 and think on it, meditate on it over the next few days and then when we get together we will each have something to share and then to pray through this coming Friday morning.

The assignment:

1. Read through all of Romans chapter 8 over the next couple days.

2. Pick one promise that you would like to focus on (or a section of verses).

3. Do a little Bible study… What does the passage say in context? Why is this passage important to you? How can you apply the promises from this passage?

4. Bring thoughts from your study with you.

5. Here's the difficult part… We will pray through some of these passages together during our study Friday morning. The prayers don't have to be long or too complicated, just sincere. They can include requests, praising God for who He is or what He has done, or they can just be something related to the passage from your heart.
Here is how I envision this working…

We split up into groups; 2-4 tables.

One person shares a thought from the passage. Others comment and share and give feedback. Then each group stops to pray together about that passage or promise.
The next person shares a thought, and then the process repeats until 7:25 a.m. when we have to wrap up as a larger group. If everyone finishes early then we can get together as a whole and talk about what we learned.

Let me know if there are any questions with this being a little bit unorthodox.

Example passage:

Romans 8:1 KJV  There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.

- This passage states that those who are "in Christ Jesus…" are not under condemnation. Because I place my hope and trust in Christ as the only begotten Son of God, because I believe that Christ died and was resurrected again to pay for my sins, because I trust in Him by grace through faith I am "…in Christ Jesus".
- Because I am "…in Christ Jesus" I have been given the power to resist the temptation of worldly desires and say yes in obedience to the promptings of the Spirit which now resides in me.
- Another way to restate this: Because we have been justified, crucified, and risen with Christ, and have victory through Christ over sin, we are counted as righteous and sin no longer has power over us. 

From this understanding comes the simple promise that "My sins are forgiven and my eternity is secure."

-Thank God for this promise and for your security.

- Pray that you will not give into temptation and allow sin to invade sacred territory.
- Ask God to give you boldness to share this, to send someone your way who needs to know this truth.

- Ask God to help others in this group and your family to accept this truth and practice it.
