The Monsters are Due on Maple Street
In March of 1960, The Twilight Zone aired an episode of this title.  The beginning narration was this:

Maple Street, U.S.A. Late summer. A tree-lined little world of front porch gliders, barbecues, the laughter of children and the bell of an ice cream vendor. At the sound of the roar and the flash of light, it will be precisely 6:43 p.m. on Maple Street. This is Maple Street on a late Saturday afternoon. Maple Street – in the last calm and reflective moment – before the monsters came.
The plot goes like this:

Maple Street in a nameless but typical U.S. town is full of playing children and adults talking, when a shadow passes over, a "monster", accompanied by a roar and a flash of light. Several adults notice, but there is no alarm. But, the residents soon discover that all power sources have ceased to function. One of the children recounts a story about an alien invasion that begins similarly and where the invading aliens are living among them disguised as a human family.

As the episode progresses, other strange phenomena occur.  One resident’s car mysteriously starts on its own, creating suspicion that’s enhanced by accusations that the car’s owner is often seen late at night gazing up at the stars.  A particularly aggressive neighbor accuses yet another neighbor of building a radio that no one has ever seen.  As the residents argue and cast suspicion about who the alien family might be, a shadowy figure approaches from down the street, only to be shot by the particularly aggressive neighbor.  The shadowy figure turns out to be a neighbor that, earlier, had left to check out the power outage in other neighborhoods and was returning with his report.

Suddenly, lights and other power sources begin to come to life and go silent again.  The crowd becomes more suspicious, hurling accusations and becoming increasingly violent until it turns to a full out riot, with neighbors shooting neighbors and damaging property. 
In true Twilight Zone fashion, the scene cuts to a hilltop overlooking Maple Street where two alien but humanoid observers are watching the riot below, while using a device to manipulate the neighborhood's power. They comment on how easy it was to create paranoia and panic and conclude that the easiest way to conquer the planet is to let the people become their own worst enemies. They also discuss the fact that the Earth is "full of Maple Streets" and that they plan on moving from "one to the other."

The episode closes with Rod Serling’s narrative:

The tools of conquest do not necessarily come with bombs and explosions and fallout. There are weapons that are simply thoughts, attitudes, prejudices – to be found only in the minds of men. For the record, prejudices can kill – and suspicion can destroy – and a thoughtless frightened search for a scapegoat has a fallout all of its own – for the children – and the children yet unborn. And the pity of it is – that these things cannot be confined – to the Twilight Zone.
Read:

· Mark 3:20-26

· James 4:1-12

Discussion:

1. Recall and discuss instances in the Bible where we saw a people turn upon themselves.  What was the outcome?

2. Recall and discuss instances in the current day? 

a. Are the disagreements and arguments over real issues? Will they get resolved?

b. How are the disagreements started?  Like this episode of The Twilight Zone?

3. Recall and discuss times you were a member of the Maple Street crowd.

4. Recall and discuss when you played the role of the two aliens on the hilltop.

5. What did you learn from this?

Mark 3:20-26
20Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat. 21 When his family[b] heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”  22 And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”  23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come.

James 4:1-12

1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
4You adulterous people,[a] don’t you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us[b]? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
“God opposes the proud
    but shows favor to the humble.”[c]
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a brother or sister[d] or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to judge your neighbor?
