WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Men, as I was talking to God in my mind about what I should lead on this week, he pressed on my heart to discuss this word, “ENCOURAGEMENT.”  What does the Bible tell us about this word and do we incorporate the meaning into our daily lives?  I started doing some research on the web and came across an article that describes 8 practical ways the Bible gives us to encourage each other.  I have listed them below and some questions after for a more in-depth discussion.  ENJOY!!! 


1. We can encourage one another through the giving of gifts. Ezra 1:6 says, “All those about them encouraged them with articles of silver, with gold, with goods, with cattle and with valuables, aside from all that was given as a freewill offering.” A group from Judah went up to rebuild the house of God, and God moved in the hearts of those around them to give to them generously so that they could have an abundance of materials and goods for their journey and for their project. The gifts were a tangible expression of their support, and this was highly encouraging to the laborers. 

2. We can encourage one another through words kindly spoken. Isaiah 41:7 says, “So the craftsman encourages the smelter, and he who smooths metal with the hammer encourages him who beats the anvil, saying of the soldering, ‘It is good’; And he fastens it with nails, so that it will not totter.” This Scripture paints a very simple picture of two people working together, and one says to the other that he is doing a good job. A simple compliment on the quality of one’s work goes a long way, and it is a simple yet powerful way to encourage one another. 

3. We can encourage one another through an exhortation to be faithful. Acts 11:23 says, “Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord.” Simply encouraging others to keep on keeping on in the Lord can be more of a help than we might think. 

4. We can encourage one another through written words. Acts 15:31 says, “When they had read it, they rejoiced because of its encouragement.” In this case, the congregation was gathered to hear a letter from the apostles, and they were encouraged by it. A simple note expressing thanks, appreciation, or a promise of help can go a long way. These believers saw that the apostles cared about them, and that was very encouraging to them. 

5. We can encourage one another through the preaching of the Word. Acts 15:32 says, “Judas and Silas, also being prophets themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren with a lengthy message.” It can be refreshing to hear a lengthy exposition of the Word of God and to be ministered to by taking in a great quantity of sound Bible teaching. 

6. We can be encouraged by the faith and faithfulness of other believers. Romans 1:12 says, “That is, that I may be encouraged together with you while among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine.” Just being around other believers who really love the Lord can really bolster our faith. It is highly refreshing to hear testimonies of how God is at work in the lives of others or how they came to know Christ. Faith and faithfulness can be contagious.

7. We can be encouraged by regularly being in the Scriptures. Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.” God has given us His Word so that we can keep being reminded of just how much God has worked throughout history, how faithful He is, and how much hope we should have. Being in the Scriptures and meditating upon them is a huge part of staying encouraged in our walks. 

8. We can be encouraged by others who labor with us for the sake of the gospel. Colossians 4:11 says, “And also Jesus who is called Justus; these are the only fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are from the circumcision, and they have proved to be an encouragement to me.” Doing ministry is tough, and to have other faithful believers working alongside of us is a huge means of support. Paul rarely traveled alone on his missionary journeys, choosing rather to enjoy the encouragement of faithful brothers in Christ. 
QUESTIONS:
1. Encouragement vs. complimenting – Are these two words the same or different?  Explain your thoughts.

2. Do you encourage your wife and kids the same or differently than you do your friends, associates, co-workers, or subordinates? 
3. The Bible tells us to encourage one another, to remind each other of the truth that God loves us, that God equips us, and that we are meant for great things.  How often do we follow this principle?  If you feel the Holy Spirit nudging you to encourage someone, do you act on it or let the opportunity pass?

4. How often do we use words of “encouragement” to help a brother realize that he is pursuing a non-Godly path?  This is a difficult task, especially when you have a personal relationship with that brother.  How do you approach the subject and in what spirit do you bring the message?

5. Words of encouragement are not just meant to help others; they can also help on a personal basis.  How often are you encouraging yourself?  Are you telling yourself on a daily basis that, “All things are possible with God?”
“Somehow I can’t believe that there are any heights that can’t be scaled by a man who knows the secrets of making dreams come true. This special secret, it seems to me, can be summarized in four C s. They are curiosity, confidence, courage, and constancy, and the greatest of all is confidence. When you believe in a thing, believe in it all the way, implicitly and unquestionable.”-Walt Disney


