Protests and Outrage
November 25, 2016

Read:
· Acts 5:17-42, Luke 18:1-8

Last week, John Day led us in a discussion about complaining and being content and happy.  One aspect that was discussed was that “chronic” complaining without an attempt to make better whatever it is that is being complained about is not often appropriate.  So what happens when people decide to take action about something they are discontent about and that action is in the form of a protest? Even the movie, “Field of Dreams” had protests written into the screenplay.

Recently, we have seen protests and expressions of outrage over many issues. Some have been peaceful and respectful, but many have been disruptive and violent:
· Protesters blocked a busy city street, disrupting and eventually halting traffic

· Protesters, without invitation and on private property, disrupt a lawful, invitation-only event

· Protesters screamed personal insults and threatened physical harm to those who did not agree with their position or their protest

· Protesters, when arrested, incited further protest and further arrests claiming their “rights” had been violated

Discussion:

1. When are protests appropriate?  What are the characteristics of an “appropriate” protest?



2. How did Jesus protest the laws of his time?  What was/were the result(s)?



3. What about our “First Amendment Rights”?  What do they say about protests?  Is “freedom of speech” an absolute right, or may it be inhibited?

Some interesting facts in light of protests of the past couple weeks:

· Regarding the 1%:  If you live in the United States and you have even a full-time minimum-wage job, your earnings place you in the top 1% of all wage-earners in the world.
· Regarding winning the popular vote:  It’s implied that the majority of people (almost 51% in some reports) supported Secretary Clinton over Mr. Trump with protests and petitions of the Electoral College asking them to redistribute their votes, based on that majority support, for Mrs. Clinton.  In actuality, neither candidate won a majority of popular support from U.S. citizens.  Only 55% of eligible voters actually voted, meaning we will never know who, in fact, was most supported by the citizens (the candidates each received roughly a quarter of the support of people eligible to vote).
· Regarding the North Dakota Oil Pipeline: Many public hearings were held and were reportedly not attended by representatives of the Sioux Nation. Landowners willingly sold their property (none of which was Sioux reservation property) for the pipeline. A predominance of the protesters are not from the Sioux, from North Dakota.  Some are not even from the United States.
