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Chapter 5: When You Believe in God but Don’t Think He’s Fair





The statement “life isn’t fair” is something we start saying during childhood…and sometimes never stop. The reality is that our lives are all different and none of them are “fair” when comparing them to the ideal life, but we must learn that our lives are in the hands of God. We would do good to look at our life in reference to what God’s plan is for us, and not our own.





	Do we determine what is fair by comparing our lives to those around us? If not how do we determine what fair is?





	What makes you think that God does or does not care?





	When God does something we consider unfair, how could it change our view of God?





“For the Lord comforts his people and will have compassion on his afPlicted ones” Isaiah 49:13





	Does this verse seem true in your life?





	Is it hard to Dind comfort in God who is present but at times chooses not to intervene or change our circumstances?





On page 102, Craig writes, “He is just, but He is not fair.” He then follows this statement with Psalm 103:10‐12‐ “(God) does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”





	How would you deDine grace?





	What does the fact that God gives us grace in all areas of our life have to do with life being fair or not?





On pages 105‐106, Craig discusses how we don’t have to understand to believe.





	Why do we seemingly have to have an answer for everything that happens?





	Do you see people casting blame when there is no other explainable answer for a situation?





Read the last paragraph under the “You Don’t Have to Understand” section on p. 106.





	Do you think that God disciplining His children is fair?





	In your own words what is the distinction between God allowing pain but not causing it?





	Do you believe that God truly uses what we go through in life for His purposes?
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	Do you still trust that God is good, loving, and wise in everything even if you don’t understand why things happen?





Next steps:





	How does this change your view of wanting fairness in your life?





	What must you do so that even when you don’t understand, you can still believe in God?





If you are willing, identify how many times you compare yourself to others instead of focusing on what God wants for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to make you aware of those moments.
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