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6:00am, March 10th, 2017

During the 2/24 Friday morning discussion, Rich was lamenting about the struggles he is having with his wife.  He is not alone.  We have all struggled as we have learned that in marriage, we are a whole lot more selfish than we care to admit and a wife exposes that quickly.  David Platt’s book “Counter Culture” has changed the way I look at my marriage.  The idea is that marriage was not designed as a means of self-satisfaction, finding someone to complete them.  Instead, our marriages are to put the gospel on display portraying Christ’s love for His church and the church’s love for Christ.  This front page are the morning discussion questions to help us see how Christ’s heart and actions for His church is to be like our heart and actions for our wives.  The back page questions are more specific and personal that I would encourage each of us to answer honestly about our marriages.
1. Read Ephesians 5:22-33.  What are the elements of the relationship with Jesus and His church?  What should the marriage relationship look like if it is to reflect this profoundly mysterious relationship between Christ and His church?
2. How would you describe the activities and values of a typical husband and wife in today’s culture?
3. Read Genesis 3.  How did Adam fail here?  How is Adam’s failure representative of our failure as husbands?

4. What impression is our culture getting from our marriages about Christ’s relationship with His church?

21 questions to ask yourself about your relationship with your wife:

1. Have you forgiven your wife for every wrong she has done against you?  (Ephesians 4:32)

2. How much time do you spend patiently listening to your wife’s problems? (Ephesians 4:2)

3. Do you make an effort to see things from your wife’s point of view? (Genesis 21:12)

4. Do you do anything better for yourself than you do for your wife? (Ephesians 5:28)

5. Have you even hinted at leaving your wife? (Hebrews 13:5)
6. Do you keep your word to your wife doing the things you say you will do? (Matthew 5:37)
7. Is there anything or anyone you are allowing to get between you and your wife? (Matthew 19:6)

8. Do you pressure your wife for sex and not respect her when she wants to wait?  Do you refuse intimacy in ways she would prefer because you don’t feel like it? (1 Corinthians 7:4-5)

9. Are you adulterating your marriage physically (Hebrews 13:4) or mentally (Matthew 5:28)?

10. Do you blame your wife her mistakes that are a result of your failure to lead her? (Genesis 3:12)

11. Do you pray more words over your marriage than you speak about your marriage to others? (Philippians 4:6-7)
12. What protection does your wife have against the evil one because of you? (Ephesians 6:12)

13. Does your interaction with your wife demonstrate your belief that she is made in the image of God? (Genesis 1:27)
14. Do you and your wife demonstrate unity in your relationship even when you disagree? (Genesis 2:24)

15. Does your presence at home with your wife bring her happiness? (Deuteronomy 24:5)

16. If your wife is in Christ, does she delight in submitting to you?  If not, what are you doing about it? (Song of Solomon 2:3)
17. Do you make it easy for your wife to submit to you? Are you gentle with her? (Colossians 3:19)
18. Do you honor your wife, helping her in her weakness?  Do you seek to understand her continually?    Do you see her as a co-heir with you of the Kingdom? If not, it will interfere with your communication with God. (1 Peter 3:7)
19. In what ways do you provide for your wife’s spiritual, emotional, mental, and relational needs? (Ephesians 5:29)
20. When was the last time you sincerely prayed that God would bless, empower, guide, and heal your wife especially if she is struggling, regardless of if she is seeking God or not? (James 5:16)

21. When was the last time you asked your wife “How can I love you and lead our marriage better?”

(1 Corinthians 11:3)
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