Friday morning 04/28/2017
What are the implications of your beliefs?
What happens when your stated beliefs are (and ARE NOT) reflected in your actions?

What happens to your Soul?

What happens to your relationships?

How does this change you?

For the purpose of our study Friday morning, I would like to apply each of the above questions to each thing we ponder.
Just a warning, this will require us to focus and think introspectively in a way that honestly assesses personal reality.

Questions:

1. *Each person bring one or two Scripture passages with clear implications on how to live, at how we live each day, at how we treat others, at how we live those beliefs out. Talk about the implications of faith that the passage Scripture you selected being The Word(s) of God. What is the context of the passage? Is it meant to apply universally to every person?
2. What do I do with my money? What is it that you believe that determines every penny that you spend?
3. What do I do with my “free time”? What is it that you believe that determines how you spend every second?
4. What about the songs we sing? Hymns, worship songs, do we mean them and live them? Do we understand what we are singing and claiming? What is it specifically about a song that causes you to cry, nod your head, grunt, think, or to have any strong emotional reaction? Is it something true that you see in yourself? Is it something you desperately want? Is it something that you just know and your spirit is in agreement? What happens then?
5. I say that people need salvation. What do my actions show? Do I instead believe that they only need kindness, respect, and to understand that they are loved? Where does this difference in beliefs and actions in this instance meet? Where does it diverge?
6. General question: What is the evidence for what you say you believe? If someone were to put your life up for examination, how would the evidence stack up? (Factual statement: Our lives are most certainly being examined.)
7. General question: Are what you believe and what you hold dear the same?

Role play:

Modern Christian Eddy (MCE): I believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God. 

Skeptical Bob (SB): What does inspired mean?
MCE: Well, I mean, mostly inspired. Umm, well yeah, there are lots of errors and stuff, but the ideas are all there. 

(SB): If there are so many mistakes, then how can you trust It? 
MCE: Well, I just think that we got most of the big, important things right through the ages. It is really amazing that it has even survived all this time. Maybe the important thing is that we just know something was written down that was somehow meant to mostly survive, and that the really, really important stuff is there if not the actual exact words and phrases. I just think it’s important to be a good person.
SB: Now you understand.
Role play:
Moaning Mona (MM): I am just so frustrated because life is so busy and I can’t seem to find rest. Everyone is pulling at me, and I just can’t do it all anymore! (starts sobbing)
Peaceful Penelope (PP): I am sorry.
MM: Thanks
PP: How can I help?
MM: Just listening is helping. I don’t know what to do or where to turn.
PP: Have you prayed and read Scripture and asked God what He is trying to show you?

MM: I have tried, but I just keep reading the same things over and it doesn’t give me answers. I try to pray, but I feel like God isn’t listening. I don’t think there is an answer for this. I just need life to slow down and my husband to start helping around the house and with the kids.
PP: What Scriptures have you read about this if you don’t mind me asking?
MM: Well, Psalms is always comforting to me and I have also tried reading some of Jesus Words in the Gospel of John.
Assignment: finish (or rewrite) this role play! There are many ways this conversation has begun and ended.
