Friday Morning 08-11-17
Genuine, Authentic, Real, Sincere, Honest
Assignment: Let’s talk a little about the Christian life. How do we honestly pursue and live out lives that are deeply fulfilled and full of life. Please read Romans chapter 7 paying close attention to the second half of the passage. Paul talks about understanding good and still having desires to do evil within him. Hopefully we can look at the tension between sin and righteousness, the tension between authenticity and hypocrisy, and the tension between a deeply fulfilled life and a life of quiet desperation. 
Questions:

1. How do you recognize when you are living a lie? Or a little less dramatic, living with tension about your Christian walk?   2 Corinthians 13:5 KJV  “Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith; prove your own selves. Do you not know your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except you be reprobates [morally rejected, unapproved, unfit, not standing the test]”?
2. Where do you see the biggest tension in what the Bible says about how to live and the reality of your existence?
See Matthew chapter 5 where Jesus talks about God’s standard of holiness and righteousness culminating in Matthew 5:48 KJV  Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.
3. What do you do when that tension is burdensome or untenable? What is Paul’s struggle? What is Paul’s conclusion at the end of Romans 7?
See the example of Paul in Romans 7:15 where he states the he does those things that he hates. “but what I hate, that I do” and goes on to talk about the incredible tension between the power of sin and desire to serve God.
4. How do we “fix ourselves” when we keep reading our Bibles, praying, and trying to keep ourselves from sin, but we just can’t seem to find fulfillment in the Christian life?
5. Difficulty with authenticity is certainly not limited to individuals. Because local churches are full of flawed humans who are pastors, elders, teachers, men, women, and children they often miss the mark and seem to be empty and not full of life. They either miss the meaning of a passage in a sermon, they don’t connect in a real way, or they miss opportunities to minister to people who really need it.
How should we respond? How do we tend to respond? What can we do?
