Pray To …
September 1, 2017

Last Friday, a question was posed, “Is it OK to pray to the Holy Spirit?”  Surprisingly, this brought quite a bit of discussion and it was pointed out that Scripture does not specifically instruct us to pray to the Holy Spirit but rather it was clear from Matthew 6:9-13 how we are to pray.
I’ve been thinking about this all week and came to the conclusion that looking at what DOES scripture tell us about “to whom” we pray.

Assignment:  Dig into the scripture to find references where we are either specifically instructed on this OR where we are given examples of to whom the “giants” of the faith prayed.

Discussion Questions:

1. What conclusions could we draw from the Old Testament references?  The New Testament references?  If there is a significant difference, what was it that changed?




2. Discuss how Scripture associates the Holy Spirit with prayer.




3. Some Christian religious traditions advocate our praying to the saints (or to specific saints for specific circumstances, as in “patron saints”).  For example, Catholics often pray to the saints (especially Mary) or deceased loved ones asking them to intercede with God on our behalf (just as we might ask each other to pray on our behalf).  What is the difference?  Discuss.  



4. Scripture specifically instructs us to not pray to or worship anything other than God.  If Jesus and the Holy Spirit are, as well as the Father, God (God as a singular trinity), is it appropriate to pray to any of the three God Persons?

Bonus Question to Ponder:

· If Scripture does not specifically prohibit something but also does not specifically permit that same thing, what happens if we “do” whatever that thing is? 

Some Scripture references:

· Isaiah 44:6-23
· Matthew 6:9-13

· Acts 7:54-60

· 1 Corinthians 14:12-14
· Ephesians 6:17-19
· Colossians 1:2-4
