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At this point of the Christmas season, there has been something that has not gone as desired or planned.  A party that was missed, lights that don’t work, gift not found or bought, scheduling conflict, Christmas cards not out yet…you get the idea.  I’ve learned that when my plans are wrecked that it’s often because God has other plans for me and they are better plans than mine.  Let’s look at how the first Christmas probably wasn’t what Mary and Joseph envisioned it would be when they learned they would become the parents of Jesus and what we can learn from a Christmas that probably didn’t go according to their plan.
Timing

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” – Galatians 4:4
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” – Romans 5:6

I wonder what was going through the minds of Mary and Joseph as they travelled miles from home during the time when Mary is due to give birth.  Having a baby is hard and to have the baby away from home, harder.  But in God’s plan, He sent Jesus to earth at just the right time and died for us as just the right time. 
1. When you came to know Jesus, your plans for yourself and your life changed because you changed.  Explain why it was the right time in your life when Jesus came to you and you first believed.
Bethlehem

“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.” – Micah 5:2

Mary and Joseph knew she was carrying the King of Kings because an angel told them.  It would seem that such an important birth would need to be in a more prominent city than little ordinary Palestinian Bethlehem.  Yes, birth of the Messiah in Bethlehem was a fulfillment of prophecy, but this was no ordinary baby so why should He enter the world in the most ordinary of cities?
2. In what ways does my prioritization of “important” Christmas activity interfere with what Jesus would say is important?
Manger Crib

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger...” – Luke 2:7a
The amount of sterilization in a hospital to prevent infections from reaching newborns is a modern convenience not known when Jesus came into the world. The protections we provide our children were not something Jesus had.  Jesus was born in an unsterile, smelly stable and placed where animals would feed from.  The King came into the material filth of our world to deliver us from our own spiritual filth, 1st through 21st century.  I wonder what Mary thought of bringing her baby into the world like this.  Jesus knew and, as if by design, came in this way.
3. What purpose does entering the world as Jesus did say about what He believes about us?
No Vacancy

“…because there was no place for them in the inn.” – Luke 2:7b
The plan was a hotel, but they got a stable.  In the crowd of this season, there is a lot of line cutting, near-panic rushing around, and general attitudes that someone is in my way, attempting to push others aside instead of inviting them in and in that state of mind, our plans for nicer things are replaced with what we may see as lesser things.
4. What specific Christmas activity did you plan for and got something else?  Was the “something else” better than your plan?  Did the “something else” make room for Jesus?  Explain.
Breaking News
“When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.” – Luke 2:15-16

News networks use the term “breaking news” to get people’s attention to stop what they are doing and listen. Shepherds had responsibility watching their sheep and yet left immediately and not any short distance to go see what the angel said when he broke into the physical world to tell them about the birth of Jesus.
5. When the Holy Spirit interrupts you in the routine of your work life, family life, whatever you are doing, what is your response to Him?  What have you experienced as a result of leaving the current plan of that moment to follow God’s plan?

Homeless

“Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” – Matthew 2:13-15
The refugee crisis due to war, hunger, natural disaster, ethnic cleansing, religious persecution today is staggering to think about. Some estimates are that 60 million people are currently displaced outside of their homes.  Right after Jesus is born, he and his family are refugees living in Egypt to escape Herod.  While most of us don’t know what it’s like to be homeless, we can relate a bit because we feel like we are strangers living in a strange land because when we become citizens of God’s Kingdom, this world doesn’t feel like home anymore.  So while our reach is limited in helping those in displaced from their homes in other countries, we will encounter others who need a place , a home, not just in this season but in 2018.

6. How are you preparing your families to unexpectedly love, provide “home” for someone, in the next year?

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’” – Matthew 25:34-40
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