The How Matters
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Over the past couple of weeks, we’ve discussed our approach to witnessing for Christ and our response to situations that present an opportunity.  This morning, I want to look at how we engage and is that an equally compelling witness as what we say and when we choose to do so.

Like with many of our studies, this came to me in a moment of realization of something that needs to change and may be working against the credibility of my witness.

Read: James 2:1-13

Discussion:

1. The Scripture passage uses “riches”, what would you say if I suggested that “status” also applies?  “Power and influence”?  “Fame”?  “Christian or Non-Christian”?



2. When you encounter someone, do you value them one way if you believe them to be a Christian and another way if you believe them to not be a Christian?  (“How do you know?” is a separate question for another time)


3. In follow-up to John White’s topic last week, when you engage with someone who does not appear to share your faith, do you:

a. Present an “air of superiority” because you know the truth and they do not (e.g. “talk down to them”)?

b. Use “absolutes”, “extremes” or “broad generalizations”?

c. Judge (e.g. they’re wrong, sinning)

d. Seek conflict or seek understanding?

e. Expect that they have to both understand your position AND agree with it?

f. Assess if you “won” or “lost”?


4. What do you think about the difference between the following statements:

a. “You’re wrong” vs. “I have a different view”

b. “I don’t believe that.” vs. “Why do you believe that?”

c. “All people are violent” vs. “All people have the potential for violence”
Something to think about:

If the person I’m engaged with hears me to say “I am better than you”, it emphasizes my pride and encourages them to be angry and envious (all three of which fall into the “sin” category).  But, if they hear me to say “I am better off”, it emphasizes my humility and encourages them to hope and aspiration that they can be better off as well.
James 2:1-13 (ESV)

The Sin of Partiality

2 My brothers,[a] show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

