The Picture of “Success”
Joshua 1:7-8 (NIV)  “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

James 1: 22-25 (NIV) “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”
Psalm 1:1-3 (GNT) “Happy are those who reject the advice of evil people, who do not follow the example of sinners or join those who have no use for God.   Instead, they find joy in obeying the Law of the Lord, and they study it day and night.  They are like trees that grow beside a stream, that bear fruit at the right time, and whose leaves do not dry up.  They succeed in everything they do.”

Dictionary.com definition of “Success”:  

· the favorable or prosperous termination of attempts or endeavors; the accomplishment of one's goals.

· the attainment of wealth, position, honors, or the like.

· a performance or achievement that is marked by success, as by the attainment of honors
· a person or thing that has had success, as measured by attainment of goals, wealth, etc.
1. Take a moment and just consider the phrase “the picture of success”.  What kind of image comes to mind?  Anyone in particular?  What does this phrase mean to you?  

2. What do you think of the online definition of success shown above?
3. Which of the scripture verses above resonate most strongly with you when you consider what it means to be a success?  
4. In Joshua 1:8, God specifically tells Joshua to MEDITATE on His word, and he will then be prosperous and “successful”.  Why does meditation play such an important role in the success of a Christian?  How would you explain meditation on God’s Word to a new Christian?  Would you say that meditation on scripture is important in your life?
5. How do we specifically define success for our own lives? What is it for you to be successful? How should this definition of success influence our lives?
6. How can we sort out whether our motives to succeed are selfish or for God’s glory?
7. Do you feel like you are succeeding in your relationship with Christ?  What factors would you consider when determining whether or not this relationship is “successful”?

Bonus Question (that we will probably never get to):
8. Can failure be a form of “success”?
