THE TEMPTATION
James 1:12-17 New International Version (NIV)

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

James 1:12-18 The Message (MSG)

12 Anyone who meets a testing challenge head-on and manages to stick it out is mighty fortunate. For such persons loyally in love with God, the reward is life and more life.

13-15 Don’t let anyone under pressure to give in to evil say, “God is trying to trip me up.” God is impervious to evil, and puts evil in no one’s way. The temptation to give in to evil comes from us and only us. We have no one to blame but the leering, seducing flare-up of our own lust. Lust gets pregnant, and has a baby: sin! Sin grows up to adulthood, and becomes a real killer.

16-18 So, my very dear friends, don’t get thrown off course. Every desirable and beneficial gift comes out of heaven. The gifts are rivers of light cascading down from the Father of Light. There is nothing deceitful in God, nothing two-faced, nothing fickle. He brought us to life using the true Word, showing us off as the crown of all his creatures.

All of us know what it is to enter the wilderness of temptation. Temptation is part and parcel of the human condition.

Now there’s one common thread that runs through each one of these stories of temptation that I have told you. Satan didn’t show up to try to entice none of these to do what they did. God didn’t stop them, force them to partake of what they did. No, they wanted what they saw and were willing to do whatever they had to in order to have what they wanted. Their own lust, desire, hunger, thirst or whatever excuse we want to give, is what made them fall into temptation and ultimately to give in.

James 1:13, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:"

James began his epistle by saying in James 1:2, "My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;" In these temptations we are to be joyful and happy, but now we are to say that those temptations were not sent by God, so how can we be joyful in them like James says?

The answer is that these are two types of temptations that James is talking about. One is the temptation that presents the opportunities to do good things, to try and test our faith, and to allow God’s grace to work in us as we obey the will of God. The other is the temptation to disobey God’s law and fall into sin.

The first type of temptations he mentions, if they are embraced and endured, will bring us into a state of joy and happiness in God. But these temptations that he speaks of now are to be guarded against.

Does God allow, or even bring the first type of “temptations” to us? Does the Holy Spirit lead us in paths that will bring us to those things in life that will build us up in the faith, allow the grace of God to grow in us, and ultimately make us have joy in the Lord? I’d have to say that God wants us to be all of that, so I have no doubt that He brings those “temptations” to us.

So what is James saying when he says in verse 13, “Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God’?

Our God is a holy God. He does not delight in sin, but hates it passionately. God cannot commit sin, look upon sin or allow sin to go unpunished. How could our Holy God then push temptations at his people that he knows can easily cause them to sin? The answer is that he doesn’t do so at all.

God knows that we are apt to sin. He knows our weaknesses. So why would he send temptations our way that he already knows we will yield to? You don’t grow in grace by falling in temptation to sin. You don’t grow in the knowledge of God through that kind of temptation. In fact, God wants us to stay away from anything, anybody and anyplace that will bring the temptation to sin upon us.

God didn’t send the serpent to Adam and Eve in the Garden. Satan took on the form of the serpent and presented the fruit, made it look good, and then trapped them into believing a lie and then fulfilling the desires of their own heart – and they knew better all the time for God had already warned them.

God never wanted that temptation to come. He didn’t send it. It came because of the heart of man and the lies of the devil. God knew it would happen though, and He had already prepared a plan of redemption. I do not believe that the Father in Heaven would have given His only Son on the Cross to die if there had been another way. The only other way was to never create man in the first place, but that wasn’t an option since God wanted someone who would serve him and love him of their own free will.

Some say that God planned all of it, the creation, the fall, the sin, death, hell, the cross, resurrection and everything in the Bible and predetermined who would be saved and who would not. That’s totally wrong. God knew what was going to happen so he planned for man’s way of redemption, but he had to give man the choice to sin or not. If man had no choice whether he would serve God willingly or not, then why create man in the first place? God’s design was to create a race of being, created in His own image, who could, and would, choose to love Him and worship Him. There’s no other reason for our existence other than that.

Let’s never get into the frame of mind that God caused it all. That’s the same thing that Adam did when God found him hiding in the garden. It’s all part of the blame game.

Adam, when he fell, tried to excuse himself and lay the blame upon the woman; then ultimately upon God, who gave her to him. Adam’s excuse was that if it had not been for the woman, he should not have ate of the forbidden fruit, nor should he have had any temptation to it. Had God not created Eve to be with him, there would be no sin and therefore it was God’s fault. In this same manner we try to excuse sin today. When we go through affliction, we murmur against God, distrust his providence, or forsake his ways. We say that if he had not laid his hand upon us, or allowed the temptations to come to us, then we wouldn’t be in sin.

We must put the fault where it truly belongs. The fault is in us. We wanted it. We saw it. We had to have it. So we took it just like Adam did. You can’t blame the devil because he can’t force you to sin, and you can’t blame God because he didn’t create you to sin. And you can’t blame anyone else because you made the choice to listen or not. The blame is on us and our own dirty, black, sinful heart.

God may be tempted to bring judgment by our sinful deeds just like He did with Israel so many times in the Bible, but He cannot be tempted to sin. It is against his very nature and impossible. God cannot do “evil things”. What man perceives to be evil deeds of God are nothing more than judgments brought upon ourselves because of our own evil deeds that God’s justice and holiness cannot allow to go without a reckoning day.

God doesn’t tempt man to sin, but he does them to obey Him. He tempted Abraham, to try his faith, love, and obedience to him; he tempted the Israelites in the wilderness, to try them and humble them, and prove what was in their hearts; and he tempted Job, and tried his faith and patience; and so he tempts and tries all of us, by afflictions, troubles, commandments, instructions and such, but he never tempts or tries to get us to sin. Temptations to sin come from somewhere other than God, and that somewhere is within our own hearts.

James 1:14, "But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed."

Think of temptation this way: When you go fishing you bait a hook, tie on a line and drop it into the water. You can’t make the fish bite, all you can do is present the bait and try to entice him. If the fish isn’t hungry, or doesn’t want the bait, all you will do is drown a cricket or a worm and you won’t catch a fish. But if that fish likes what he sees, even if what he sees isn’t even real but a man-made spinner bait or plastic worm, he will go after it and swallow it, sometimes hook, line and sinker. He is drawn by his own lust. All you did was put it in front of him and watch him do the rest.

But once the fish has swallowed the bait and been hooked, then he no longer has a choice. The line, the reel, the rod and the hand of the fisherman are his masters now. Unless he can somehow break that line or spit the hook, he’s destined for the frying pan. A fish can get out of that dilemma sometimes, but when man is hooked by sin, there is no breaking the line. Sin’s bond and hook are too powerful for man to break alone. He is eternally doomed for the fire just like the fish.

God puts us in the earth through creation, much like he did those fish. We are there to enjoy the earth, grow and multiply and do what he has made us to do. But when Satan, who knows our heart and our weaknesses, hangs the bait in front of us, all he can do is watch and wait for us to take it. Then, it’s up to us and our own will.

What happens after we sin? Why does the sinner sink so deep in sin? Paul gives us the answer in Romans 1:24-32, "Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them."

Now lets look again at James and read James 1:15, "Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."

Satan offers us a proposition of pleasure or of something that looks good and feels good if we do it, much like the temptation that many face of falling into adultery. Our corrupt nature, if we allow it reign in us, is pleased with the offer; and instead of resisting and rejecting the proposition, we admit that it’s good, receive it into our heart, cherish it in our mind and then we begin to play around with the idea. As we are doing all of that, it is the same as the conception of the seed. Then it begins to grow inside of us until we can no longer ignore the fact that its there. If we do not reject the seed, have a miscarriage, if you will, of that seed in us, then the growth of that which is conceived must and will eventually be born.

David described this process in Psalms 7:14, "Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood."

Soon the birth of that which we have conceived comes to fullness of time and breaks forth as sin that we commit and ultimately in our separation from God and eternal death.

The first sin of man brought death into the world. It brought a spiritual death, or moral death upon man, subjected him to physical death, and also made him a debtor to an eternal God. Every sin carries with it the guilt of breaking God’s Law. We must then face the eternal, righteous Judge who must, because of his holiness and perfect sense of justice, pronounce the verdict of the court, and the verdict is always death.

James 1:16, "Do not err, my beloved brethren."

Don’t ever make the mistake of thinking that God is the author of sin. Don’t ever lay the blame him because you are tempted to sin. To do so is a very great error, and a fundamental misunderstanding of who and what our God is. It strikes at the nature and being of God, and at the perfection of his holiness: it is like denying that he is a perfect, holy, righteous God.

No, God doesn’t send things that could cause us to lose our soul. He never sends things, or places things in our path that might cause us to backslide. He isn’t some ogre, sitting up there in Heaven on his throne, waiting for us to fall into the trap of sin and then laughing every time we fall for it. Our God is a loving and faithful God who wants the best for his children. Why would He want you to fail?

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Everything that God sends into your life, whether it’s things of this natural world that provide for your need, or the path that is laid before you, that will lead you to Heaven, or the wonderful grace of God that allows you to live in peace and joy, is all good and perfect.

None of the things that God sends into your life are bad, they are all perfect and good in every way, and meant only to strengthen you and build your faith and create a better relationship with Him.

The good and perfect gifts include many things. Among them are righteousness through the Blood of Jesus, remission of sins through the Blood, adoption through being Born Again, regeneration through the new birth and eternal life that you are already living and perhaps don’t even realize it yet.

All of those good and perfect things come from He that is True Light. Not only does he give us the sun, moon and stars for light, but he enlightens our heart and mind as well.

The sun that gives light for our galaxy has its paths, eclipses, and turnings, and casts its shadow; it rises and sets, appears and disappears every day; and it comes out of one tropic, and enters into another at certain seasons of the year.

But with God, who is Light itself there is no shadow; no darkness at all. His pure light penetrates all things and nothing is hidden from His sight. There is no change, nor anything like it. He is unchangeable in his nature, perfections, purposes, promises, and gifts. Being holy, He cannot turn to that which is evil; nor can he be the cause of darkness.

Since He is that kind of God, and since every good and perfect gift comes from him, evil cannot proceed from him, nor can he tempt any to it. As we close this message let’s remember this. The next time any kind of temptation to sin comes your way, don’t look outward, but look inward. That temptation is only a temptation because you want to do it in the first place. The temptations come from within, not without. Temptations only become sin when we decide to yield to them. The choice is always ours.

