FORGIVENESS
From The Message

14-15 In prayer there is a connection between what God does and what you do. You can’t get forgiveness from God, for instance, without also forgiving others. If you refuse to do your part, you cut yourself off from God’s part.
From the NIV
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

In a small town in New Zealand early in November of 1977 the owner of a dairy, Keith Stewart, was about to experience a dramatic life change. The events that were to follow soon became news around the whole world. Keith and his wife Rangi had a young six-year-old daughter, Lynley. That afternoon Lynley went missing. Late that evening her body was found under the school buildings across the road. She had been murdered. Later that week the police arrested a 13-year-old boy who was later convicted of her murder. Keith and Rangi felt all the distress of any loving parent but Keith’s heart also went out to the father of the 13-year-old boy. With a friend and senior police officer he visited the boy’s home, went up to the father and said, “I am not here in anger. I am here to talk and to share some of the grief we both experience. I forgive your son”. Years later when the son was released Keith forgave him in person.
1. What makes it so hard for people to forgive?

2. What enables people to forgive in the way Keith Stewart was able to?

3. Why are we unable to receive God’s forgiveness if we are not forgiving ourselves?
4. What are some of the obstacles to forgiveness?
5. What are some of the misconceptions to forgiveness?

Matthew 18:21-22

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 

22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.
Think about the mathematics of that statement. Can you imagine forgiving anyone, even for a minor offense, 490 times? Imagine having your neighbor bring his dog over to your yard to use the bathroom every day of the week for seventy weeks. (That's one year, four months, and two weeks!)  Are we really going to forgive him that many times?

Jesus is asking us to do something that is humanly impossible. In and of ourselves we don't have enough forgiveness to go around. But God does. So, when our limited resources run out and we are unable to forgive, we can ask him to forgive others through us. In so doing, we take one more step of obedience and allow ourselves to become a conduit of God's grace.

