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6:20am, July 27th, 2018

Children fight for it, teenagers want more of it, and adults clamor to be in positions of it. I overheard a group of students argue for longer than I thought possible about the superhero with the best one. With the current political climate what it is, a conversation about power will be helpful for all of us to understand it better. It’s appropriate to briefly reference actions of President Trump and government in general in our discussion, I would like to focus more on what God intended power for as it relates to how we should live.
1. What are things people do to feel powerful?

2. Whether it was after the hundreds of prophets of Baal’s failure and Elijah rebuilding the altar for God to send fire from heaven to consume it (1 Kings 18), or King Darius who was powerless to revoke his own ordinance to save Daniel (Daniel 6), or Elisha praying that his scared servant would see the chariots of fire surrounding the Syrian army surrounding them (2 Kings 6), God has a way of displaying his unmatched power in the most desperate of situations.  What do stories like these teach us about our power and God’s power for us today?

3. Jesus Himself was a model for how someone with great power should interact with the world.  What has influenced you the most in seeing how Jesus used his power?

4. In 2 Corinthians 12, Paul is embracing his weakness as strength.  What does he mean?
5. Christian leaders are experiencing criticism for their lack of response to President Trump’s abuse of power.   When should a Christian leader act like Nathan calling out King David for his sin (2 Samuel 12) or act like Peter who says to honor the emperor (1 Peter 1:17)?

6. In Genesis 11, we read about the building of the tower of Babel.  What towers do we try to build today to “make a name for ourselves” (11:4)?

7. If God is all powerful, why doesn’t He use that power to fix the problems of the world?

8. Saw a quote that caught my attention, “it is easiest for those who actually hold any given power to be the most unaware of the dynamics of powerlessness upon others”.  Why would this might be true?  
9. What activity do you consider the most empowering for you?  Why?

10. How have we misunderstood power?

11. Read Matthew 5:38-42.  I remember the difficulty in coaching my sons with those in school who were bullying them.  I would teach them that Jesus is clear that instead of fighting back, we are to “turn the other cheek”.  However, this seldom seemed to resolve this power struggle issue.  What do you say to the person being bullied to help them or the parent who wants counsel on what to tell their children?
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” – Acts 1:8
“8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” – 2 Corinthians 12:8-10

“I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.” – Job 42:2

“For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ,” – 2 Corinthians 10:4-5

“38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 39 But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40 And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.42 Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.” – Matthew 5:38-42

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us,” – Ephesians 3:20

“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?” – Jeremiah 32:27

“and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. ” – Ephesians 1:19-21

“Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. 12 Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. ” – 1 Chronicles 29:11-12

“Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor.” – 1 Peter 1:13-17

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.” – Romans 13:1-2

“Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.” – Titus 3:1-2

“For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”” – Romans 9:17
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