HUMBLE AND KIND
Ephesians 4: 1-6 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
1. Of the 4 characteristics in Verse 2, which one do you think is the most key/important and why?

2. In the Bible there are many Scripture references regarding humbleness, especially versus arrogance and pride. It says in Isaiah 2:11, “The eyes of the arrogant will be humbled and human pride brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted in that day”. In James 4:6 it says, “But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.”  How has God opened your eyes to the ways in which pride affects your relationship with others? What can you do personally to bring more humbleness into your life, and what do you think is the first step?
3. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land”. What does this Scripture tell you regarding the connection between humbleness, forgiveness and Heaven? Are you surprised about the important and powerfulness of being humble?

4. Luke 18:4 says, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Luke 14:11 says, “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” Matthew 23:12 says, “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted”. Why do you think similar Scripture wording is used three times?

5. Romans 12:3 says,” For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you”. Based upon this Scripture, there appears to be a connection between being humble and having grace. What is the connection and why?
