The Comparison Game
“The fastest way to kill something special is to compare it to something else”-  Craig Groeschel

“There is no win in comparison, we live in the land of -ER” (Rich-er, cool-er, strong-er, funni-er) -Andy Stanley
1. Think about it for a minute and be honest with yourself, how often do you compare your life to someone else’s?

a. Which comparisons do you struggle with the most?

2. Read John 21:15-22 and 2 Cor 10:12. Making comparisons is nothing new.  Peter did it in this passage, and Paul warns about it in this verse from his letter to the Corinthians.

a. Can you think of some other examples from the bible of people who compared themselves to others?  How did this work out in each of these situations?

3. ALL types of comparisons can’t be negative.  What are some positives that can come from comparing ourselves to others, and what is the difference between positive comparisons and those that are destructive?
4. Groeschel says “where comparison begins, contentment ends.”  
a. Why is comparison such an obstacle to contentment?
5. Andy Stanley says “our dissatisfaction with what we have or what we’ve done, says more about how we feel about God than it does about how we feel about the people to whom we compare ourselves”  Thoughts?
“The reason we struggle with insecurity is because we compare our “behind-the-scenes” with everyone else’s “highlight reel”.”- Steven Furtick
6. How has social media impacted the temptation to “compare”?
7. Read Luke 18:9-14.  What can we learn from this passage?
8. Read what Paul tells us in Phil 4:10-13.  What can we learn about contentment from these verses?

9. Hebrews 12:1-2 and Galations 1:10:  If we completely defined our worth by who we are in Jesus, what would that look like?

The stick I made for measuring I used most every day.  It helped me to compare myself with others on my way.  I watched all those behind me, or further down the road, and I would readjust my pace or lighten up my load.  The only real drawback with how I ran my race was watching everything around, except my Savior's face.”  Anne Peterson, Christianity Today
Luke 18: 9-14:  9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get. 13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” (NIV)
Phil 4: 10-13:  10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. (NIV)
2 Cor. 10:12:  12 “Oh, don’t worry; we wouldn’t dare say that we are as wonderful as these other men who tell you how important they are! But they are only comparing themselves with each other, using themselves as the standard of measurement. How ignorant!”  (NLT)

Galatians 1:10:  10 “Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ” (NIV)

John 21:15-22:  15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”  He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!”20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?”22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.”
Hebrews 12: 1-2:  Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith
