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 Under Dominion of Law or Grace
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Admission: My 11 year old daughter Abigail must have seen us going through the motions a bit because she asked the question “Why do we Christians have all these rules to follow that don’t make sense?” The context was folding our hands, closing our eyes, and praying before our meal. I was convicted that there are ways in which I have failed to teach and to live out aspects of my faith in front of my children.

This got me thinking about living under grace versus living under the law. What does it truly mean to live under grace? How does that change the way we view the law? How does that affect my relationships? How shall we then live?

Scripture that I have been meditating on concerning this subject:

Romans 6:14 KJV  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for you are not under the law, but under grace.

Romans 6:14 EMTV For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

Additional Scripture for context:  Romans 6, Romans 8:1-3, Romans 8:8-10, Romans 3:24, John 1:17, 2 Corinthians 3:6-9, (note: there are so many more, because this is foundational to our faith)
1. Exposition: What do words like “sin”, “shall not”, “dominion over”, “are not”, and “under” mean? How do other Scriptures help our understanding of this passage?
2. What is the context of the passage? i.e. Why is Paul pointing out to the Romans that they are not under the law any more but under grace?

3. What are characteristics of someone ruled by the law? Compare/contrast someone ruled by grace.
4. In what overarching ways has God moved in/transformed you regarding this concept? How has this concept shaped your world-view?
5. In what ways do you see God working in you presently concerning grace and the law?

6. What does it mean if you find yourself characterized by living under the law?

