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6:20am, October 26th, 2018

This study started out looking into the 2nd fruit of the Spirit, “joy” and quickly moved into a study of what John Piper terms “Christian Hedonism”.  I believe that there is important truth here worth exploring…so much so that I’ve been reading more John Piper in the last few months and am warming up to this idea. This concept of “’Christian Hedonism” permeates all of John’s writing so you won’t read his stuff too long before you’ll encounter it.  I’d like to approach this first by having you read a recent message of John’s.  I’ve included 3 more articles which address some objections many have had to this and how he answers them, but there are plenty more.  I’d like to examine the scripture to see if he is right in asserting this idea that God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him because if it’s true, then we of all people should have the most satisfying, joy-filled lives of anyone and if we don’t, we need to do some serious reflection of where we are in relationship with God and where we go from here.
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/right-with-god-right-with-man
1. What is hedonism?  What then is “Christian Hedonism”?

2. Doesn’t Paul talk about our unregenerated state in a list including being a “slave to passions and pleasures”?  Is Piper promoting heresy or is he saying something else?
3. What scripture supports the idea that our ultimate desire, satisfaction, and joy must be for God?
4. One of the objections to this focus on our happiness that we have in Christ is answered through John’s comparison of his giving to his wife on their anniversary.  Is this a fair comparison?

5. John illustrates what John 1:11-12 looks like in receiving/believing Christ to receiving an “all-satisfying” treasure in Matthew 13:44. The treasure is so valuable, it eclipses everything else (Philippians 3:8), even family relationships (Matthew 10:37). Does Jesus need to be this kind of treasure for salvation?

6. John points to “Christian Hedonism” as the key to breaking the power of sin in our lives.  “The only way the power of sin can be broken is by the presence and the promise of a superior pleasure.”  How can this be true or is this just satisfying the flesh (Romans 13:14) in a different way that offers no real help? Romans 8:3-13 indicates that we are to live according to the Spirit and not the flesh.  So, which overcomes the power of sin in our lives, the Spirit’s power or satisfaction in God above all else?
7. “If we would be satisfied with a pain-free heaven without Him there, we do not receive Him – we use Him.”  In what we know about heaven, is this true?
8. The beauty of this joy is powerfully seen in 2 Corinthians 8:2 where people had so much joy, they sacrificially gave in the midst of severe affliction and poverty.  How does someone get this kind of joy and contentment in Christ that counts it a blessing to suffer for the sake of Jesus?
Here’s clarification and answers to objections made to Christian Hedonism I’ve found helpful:

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/do-christian-hedonists-idolize-joy
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/isnt-hedonism-a-bad-word
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/does-john-piper-add-joy-to-the-gospel
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