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6:20am, November 16th, 2018

Let’s look at the parable Jesus tells us to explain “the secrets of the Kingdom of heaven”.  The parable and Jesus’ explanation is found in Matthew 13:1-23 as well as a shortened version in Luke 8:4-15.
1. Summarize the meaning of the parable.  Who is the sower?  What is the seed?  What are the 4 environments of growth for the seed and what is the result of each?  What do you observe about the elements of this parable and why might Jesus tell it?
2. Read Matthew 10:14 and 2 Peter 3:9. When we encounter someone who doesn’t understand God’s Word, is it pointless to keep on sowing seed on a hardened path or should we continue to try hoping the heart will soften?

3. Does Hebrews 6:1-8 help describe what happens in a person whose heart is rocky soil or is what is described in each 2 entirely different types of people?  What test can be done to know if you are a person with rocky soil or not?
4. Read Luke 14:26-27, Colossians 3:2, 1 John 2:15-17.  What chokes out God’s Word in believers today?

5. Is there anything we can do to change the quality of soil of our heart? 
BONUS: Consider the use of the word “snatch” in Matthew 13:19 and John 10:28-29. No one can snatch us out of God’s hand but the evil one can snatch God’s Word out of our heart.  What is the difference here?
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